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PREFACE 



The Author of the following Sermons, having 
been engaged for some years in the ministerial 
duties of a country parish, has at length, by the 
failure of health, been almost prevented from 
officiating in public. Under these circumstances, 
he has been induced to prepare this volume for 
the press ; in the hope, that an opportunity may 
thus be afforded of inculcating those sacred 
truths, which he has been set apart to teach. 

The substance of these sermons has been 
preached to the people committed to his charge ; 
and they are now presented to the public. ' 

The author commits them to Him, who alone 
can prosper the work of our hands, or head : 
beseeching Him to grant his blessing on this 
humble endeavour to promote his cause in the 
world. 
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SERMON I. 



FAITH IN GOD THE SECURITY OF MAN. 



Psalm xci. 1, 2. 



" HE THAT DWBLLBTH IN THE SECRET PLACE OF THE 
MOST HIGH> SHALL ABIDE UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE 
ALMIGHTY. 

'' I WILL SAY OF THE LORD^ HE IS MY REFUGE AND MY 
fortress: MY GOD^ IN HIM WILL I TRUST.' 



»> 



The psalm which is now before us was pro- 
biddy composed by David, although his name 
is not prefixed. Its opening words qonvey a 
sentiment similar to that with which we meet 
in the foregoing " prayer of Mosesi, the man 
of God." And from this, I think, we may per- 
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ceive that a similarity of feeling and principle 
prevails in, and actuates the hearts of his people. 

As Moses, in the foregoing psalm, so David 
in this, commences the inspired song with a 
declaration of the security of those who put 
their trust in the Lord. " He that dwelleth in 
the secret place of the most High, shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty." 

In many parts of the Old Testament scrip- 
tures there is an evident reference to some par- 
ticular of the Jewish forms of worship j and to 
that tabernacle in which the glory of the God 
of Israel was manifested. Thus we read in one 
place, " Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, — thou 
that dwellest between the cherubims, shine 
forth." * And again, " He sitteth between the 
cherubims"". And we know that it was be- 
tween the figures of the cherubim, as made by 
divine command, and extending their wings 
over the mercy-seat, that the glory of the Lord 
was seen. Again, in this passage there appears 
to be a similar reference. And when David 
speaks of " dwelling in the secret place of the 
Most High," he may be supposed to aUude to 
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SEBM. I.] NINETY-FIRST PSALM. 3 

tiie ark of the covenant securely fixed in " the 
Holy of Holies": thereby intimating the secu- 
rity of those who live by faith under the divine 
protection. From these words of the royal 
Psalmist, therefore, we derive this doctrine, 
iii&tjailk in God is the real source of man's secu- 
rity — and to exhibit the truth of this assertion, 
is the object of the following discourse. 

When we reflect upon the practice of men in 
liie case under consideration, we perceive two 
distinct principles in exercise among them; the 
one indeed possessing a wider influence than 
the other. Let it be our present endeavour to 
estimate the worth of each. 

I. And first, of the more prevailing principle. 
If we observe the prevailing practice of men, 
from this we may discover the principle, of which 
I speak. In so doing, we shall perceive that 
the generality hedge about their path with what- 
ever earthly advantages are within their reach, 
with wealth, or power, or connection with the 
great. And this practice is so prevailing, that, 
in tliose cases in which men cannot obtain these 
supports for themselves, you will find, if they 
honestly tell you the conviction of their hearts, 
that those who have them, possess what, in 
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and is actually an idolater in his sight. Fot 
where, I would ask, is the difference between 
such a man and the idolater of old, of whom 
the prophet spake, and whose folly he illus- 
trated by saying, that, falling before the stock 
of a tree, he cries, " Deliver me, for thou art my 
God"'? Neither does it diminish aught of the 
force of our reasoning, to maintain that the 
object of a man's affections may be a legitimate 
object of pursuit. And if tliere be but one 
amongst you whose affections are thus bestowed, 
and who justifies his practice by such a plea as 
this, I bespeak the attention of that man, whilst 
I remind him of one, of whom our Lord dis- 
coursed when on earth, whose case affords an 
apt illustration of this doctrine. I refer to him* 
who, by way of distinction, is called " the fool" 
in the parable ^ As if no folly were to be com- 
pared with his, who places confidence in any 
thing which this world can afford. Now he, of 
whom our Lord' spake, had prospered in his 
calling: his goods had increased, and so greatly, 
that he required larger space to contain his 
store. And what course did he pursue? Did 
lie adopt any unjust plans to effect his end? 

" Isaiah, xliv. 1 7. ^ Luke xii. Ui—W. 
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By no means. But he communed with himself 
upon the subject, and came to this conclusion; 
that he would pull down his barns and build 
greater, in which to bestow his goods. And 
what, we might ask, was apparently more ration- 
al? What, under the circumstances, more need- 
ftil? What, taken in itself, less liable to objection? 

Yet observe, I pray you, how God regarded 
the matter. His eye was upon the man, and he 
thus addressed him : " Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee : then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast provided?" 

And do you demand what was the sin and 
folly of such conduct ; what the provocation 
which called for such a judgment from on high? 
It was this. The man trusted in his wealth : 
he made it his refuge, his confidence ; and, in 
his devotion to the riches of this world, his 
afiections were absorbed ; and that blessed 
union was unheeded, which might have been 
formed between God and his soul as an heir of 
immortality. And, I doubt not, that when 
** the judgment shall be set, and the books shall 
be opened" at the last day, this will appear to 
be the case with thousands. An undue placing 
of their affections on things, in themselves legi- 
timate, having effectually shut God out of their 
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liearfs on earth, will be the means of excluding 
their souls from the kingdom of heaven. But 
beware, I beseecU you, of falling into one error 
to which here we are liable. Think not that 
such a danger is confined to those who possess 
great wealth and abundant resources. We all 
are liable to the same, each in our measure and 
degree. Many a one there is, at this day, pos- 
sessed of but trifling means, who is so fully oc- 
cupied in employing them to the best advan- 
tage, who so rejoices in their increase, and so 
mourns over their loss, that it is evident the 
whole aftections of Ms heart are absorbed by 
tliem. And yet such a man, if warned of his 
danger, will attempt to persuade us, that from 
this quarter there can be no peril accruing to 
his soul. He will tell us, that he is engaged in 
a lawful calling, and seeking an honest liveli- 
hood by lawful means. But to such a one we 
say. Look to iiim in the parable. Did lie that 
which in itself was wrong? Was he engaged in 
an unlawful calling? If his barns would not con- 
tain the produce of his land, did he sin in build- 
ing greater, in which to bestow his goods? By 
no means. Yet God called him a fool, and he 
received the wages of his folly. And, if we are 
acting on the same principle, shall we escape ? 
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Assuredly we shall not, if death find us perse- 
vering in it. But if now it be asked, in what 
did he err? it may readily be repeated, in put- 
ting his trust iji fits goods, and not in Ike living 
God. And here is the danger to which the 
pursuit even of a lawful calling is exposed. 
The calling is made the idol, to which the man 
sacrifices " all his heart, and all his soul, and all 
his strength, and all his mind." This it is 
which deprives God of his due, and he is a jea- 
lous God, and will not give his glory to another. 
And whether the object of our hearts be un- 
bounded wealth, or the slender earnings of the 
daily labour of our hands, if it so engage our 
affections, as to lead us to place our trust there- 
in, and not in the living God, then, when he 
looks down from heaven, he says to each of us, 
as to him in the parable, " thou fool." And 
truly we are foolish in his sight. We perceive, 
then, that whoever puts his trust in any earthly 
thing, is wrong, for he puts it in the place of 
God ; and an acquaintance with the practice of 
the world will convince us, that it is the case 
with thousands ; that it is tlie effect of that pre- 
vaiUng principle, which I first proposed to dis- 
cuss, and which, therefore, we perceive to be 
unsound. 
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II. We come now to consider the worth of 
that otlier pri7iciple of which we spoke, and 
which inclines a man to put his trust in God, 
as the real author of liis security. 

What David here expresses, his son Solomon 
has repeated. " The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower : the righteous runneth into it, and 
is safe'". And what both these men felt, and 
both have thus confessed, is still confessed and 
felt by the people of God. 

In the book of Isaiah ", we meet with a very 
appropriate expression, by which the Lord is 
represented as *' a sanctuary" to his people. 
" Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself j and let 
him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 
And he shall be for a sanctuary." And such 
Christ is to them that trust in him. For let 
the evil be of any name or sort, under which 
they are suffering, he is a refuge to them in all 
their troubles. And thus it is that faith is ex- 
ercised, when difficulties surround the soul. In 
such seasons the power of God has been chiefly 
manifested on behalf of his servants, in answer 
to their faithful prayers. Read tlie eleventh 
chapter of tiie Epistle to the Hebrews, and 

* Proverbs, xviii. 10- " Isaiah, vili. 13, 14. 
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in that you will find a list of ancient worthies, 
who served the Lord faithfnlly in their genera- 
tion, and whose praise is recorded in his word. 
And in what season were tliey chiefly enabled 
to do this ? In that of affliction, of temptation, 
and of earthly trial. The strength of God was 
supplied to them in the hour of need, and now 
they are singing the praises of his grace in hea- 
venly places, which was found sufficient for 
them in their fiery trials on the earth. ' 

But I may be told, that ' the faith, of which 
here I speak, will not exempt those who possess 
it from earthly evjls, to which other men are 
liable J and, in proof of this, that the church 
of God is acknowledged, even by its very mem- 
bers, to be in a suffering condition in this world.' 
To which I reply, that faith in God is able to 
procure actual exemption from evii, as may be 
clearly seen from the recorded experience of 
the people of God ; but whilst we assert this on 
■ the testimony of sacred Scripture, we add, that 
the ad^^antage which we claim for this principle, 
in its general application, is, not that it exempts 
from exposure to suffering, but ensures security 
imder it. And this, which we propose to shew, 
is abundantly sufficient proof of its superiority 
to that otlier, of which we have before dis- 
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coursed. And this is quite consistent with the 
precious promise, which the Spirit of Christ has 
given for the comfort of the church in all ages: 
that " all things work together for good to 
them that love God *' ". 

But, in order to place our doctrine in a fair 
light, it may be needful to remind you of one 
fact, which, if duly considered, will entirely de- 
prive of any force the objection which we have 
supposed to be raised. The fact is this, that 
the security of a Christian, and of his best inter- 
ests,.ig perfectly consistent with exposure to evil. 

In looking to the promises, which the Bible 
contains, of blessings to the people of God, I 
do not perceive that actual exemption from 
such exposure is promised. All which I dis- 
cover is, that, whilst, in common with other 
men, they are liable to suffering, they have, in 
the Most High, a very present help in trouble. 
" When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee " ^ Here is a case in 
point. The child of God is here supposed to 
be placed in a perilous condition. He is said 
to pass through the waters, and to be in the 
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rivers ; and, being found in such a condition, 
a promise is made to him of security in the 
same. And his security is this, that his faith 
is in God through Jesus Clirist. Accordingly 
it is written, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee : because 
he trustetk in thee."' St. Paul's experience, in 
many instances, will afford an exhibition of this 
truth. In 9 Corinthians, i. 8 — 10. we find pre- 
cisely such a case. The Apostle and his com- 
panions were at Ephesus, in which place his 
preaching was crowned with marked success ''. 
Immediately we discover the active agency of 
Satan in rousing the idolatrous Ephesians, his 
willing servants, to resist the faith, and, if pos- 
sible, to destroy the ministers of Jesus Christ : 
a tumult was accordingly excited % and one of 
so alarming a nature, as to lead the Apostle to 
despair even of life''. Yet we are persuaded he 
had confidence in God, although not in such a 
measure as to deliver him from all fear; for 
the general tenor of his life is consistent with 
his declaration, " The life, which I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me"'. 
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Again, " We walk by faith, not by siglit. 
And the event proves not only the existence, 
but the efficacy of this principle. Surrounded 
by the circumstances of death, he was yet safe, 
for he dwelt in the secret place of the Most 
High, he abode under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty. Hence the same Apostle says in ano- 
ther passage, " We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed.'"' 

And upon what other principle is this to be 
explained, if not upon the one which we are 
considering; which, under exposure to evil, 
places a man in a sure dwelling place, even in 
the secret place of the Most High, and under 
the shadow of the Almighty? 

Brethren, it is to follow after such a faith as 
this, tliat I now eai'nestly exhort you. Some 
may say, ' Tliat if you attempt this, it will 
make you neglect your earthly callings, and 
those exertions which are needful to your well- 
being in this world.' But, in so saying, tliey 
say not the truth. They would confirm you in 
the error of your ways, in which, if you per- 
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severe, you will perish " from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power."* 

Look to the examples of those saints of God,' 
which are recorded in the Scriptures, and there 
recorded for our learning. Look to those of 
Moses, of David, of Hezekiah. Pew had ex- 
ercised faith in God more sincerely than these 
men ; few had learned to make Him more en- 
tirely their refuge, their fortress, and the rock 
of their confidence. And did their faith lead 
them to neglect their callings ? Did it incline 
them to omit those exertions which are needful 
to the performance of their duty in this world ? 
By no means. Where, I ask, do you find men 
of greater diligence, of more strenuous exer- 
tion? Yet they set their hope in the Lord. 
Hear for example, the prayer of one of them, 
when an arduous enterprise was in prospect, 
" If thy presence go not with me, carry us not 
ap hence." " On the same subject hear an- 
other, " In the time of trouble he shall hide 
me in his pavilion : in the secret of his taber- 
nacle shall he hide me : he shall set me upon a 
rock " *. Hearken also to a third in a season 
of national distress. On his bended knees, at 

" 2 Thessal. i. 9. " Exod. xxxiii. 15. 
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the altar of his God, he pours out his suppli- 
cation before him : " O Lord God of Israel, 
which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art 
the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. 
.Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear : open, 
Lord, thine eyes, and see ; and hear the words 
of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach 
the hving God."' 

Go ye then, who call yourselves Christians, 
and do likewise. And take with you this as- 
surance, that none are more dihgent in their 
callings, than the consistent Christian: than 
that man, who, after the example of St. Paul, 
lives his life in the flesh by faith in the Son of 
God. And by this very diligence, Christ is 
honoured. But these keep their calling in its 
proper place ; and do not as others, who put It 
in the place of God. And the language of 
their faith is this, " I will say of the Lord, He 
is my refuge and my fortress : my God, in him 
will I trust." But is this the prevailing prac- 
tice ? Is it the practice with yourselves ? Is the 
Lord your partner in all your troubles, and in 
all your joys, and in every work of your hands ? 
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Is it your custom to cast your burden on him, 
iu the name of Jesus Christ, thus ensuring 
Omnipotence for your help? When about to 
undertake any thing, do you commit it by prayer 
into his hands, and beg his blessing upon it ? In 
a word, do you walk through life in the strength 
of the Lord? This is the right way, brethren, 
though it be not the usual way, and those only 
who follow it may expect a blessing on the work 
of their hands. If a man find grace to walk ac- 
cording to this rule, we fear not that he shall de- 
sire to depart from it. It is a wholesome and a 
godly rule, and will be found a great preserva- 
tive against sin ; for with what heart can a man 
go before God, and beseech him to prosper that, 
which he feels at the very time to be dis- 
pleasing, because it is sinful, in his sight? But 
how very different is the prevailing practice! 
With most men, their own inclinations form 
their chief rule of action, and God is for- 
gotten. He has no more place in their thoughts 
than if he existed not ! And here the Bible 
• affords, as it ever does, valuable information. 
■ It tells us, with reference to this very subject, 
H that " the Lord ordereth a good man's going, 
H and maketh his way acceptable to himself." 
H It tells us, that God " shall keep the feet of 
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his saints." And wherefore does it so speak ? 
Whence all this divine guiding? Is it needless 
do ye suppose ? Is it not required ? Believe me, 
when I say, that God does nothing needless, no- 
thing which is not required ; and he condescends 
in mercy to keep the feet of his people, for this 
plain reason, that " it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps." ' 

Brethren, the very hest of men, in things 
spiritual, are mere babes, compared with what 
hereafter they shall be ; always in leading- 
atrings ; and in such they will continue, so long 
as they continue in the body. Would to God 
that we had grace deeply to feel these truths! 
for, if they really affected our hearts, we should 
earnestly seek for strengtli from Him from whom 
alone our strength cometh ! And I am per- 
suaded, that, in answer to such prayers, tlie 
strength of the Lord would be made perfect in 
lur weakness. 
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THE EFFECT OF FAITH IN GOD ILLUSTRATED BY 
THE EXPERIENCE OF CHRIST*S CHURQH MILI- 
TANT. 



Psalm xci. 3. 

" subely he shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler^ and from the noisome pestilence." 

In the opening verses of the psalm, w^ have 
found this doctrine contained, that Jaitk in Gqd 
is the security of man ; and in the foregoing dis- 
coi^rse we hav^;^ndeavoured to set before you 
tbe truth of that doctrine. In the verse now 
{oropQ^d for consideration, we may perceive 
3on^ present effect^ of such faith exhibited. As 
David expatiates upon the assertion which he 
had made, he adopts the figurative style of East- 
ern poetry ; and by means of that he sets forth 
the vari^ous dangers, from within and from with- 

c 2 
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out, to which God's people are exposed in tliis 
world; from whicli he further teaches, that they 
find deliverance in the Lord their Redeemer. 

We perceive in this passage two distinct de- 
liverances : the first " from the snare of the 
fowler "; the second, " from the noisome pesti- 
lence." Let us first endeavour to consider the 
meaning of each, and secondly to apply for our 
own practice the trutlis which they convey. 

L I have said, that we discover in this pas- 
sage two dehverances, the first of which is "from 
the snare of the fowler." 

In considering the word of God we often see 
that recourse is had to the proceedings of nature 
and of art, to exhibit and enforce the doctrines 
of divine truth. Many advantages have heen 
observed to result from this ; and, amongst 
other things discoverable herein, we may per- 
ceive that gracious condescension to our infirmi- 
ties, in which God indulges, whereby he im- 
' presses more readily on our minds the revelation 
of his holy will. And, amongst other figurative 
expressions which are used, we meet with the 
very one before us. " Our soul", says David, 
in another psalm, " is escaped as a bird out of 
the snare of the fowlers : the snare is broken, and 
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we are escaped."' Again, Solomon says, "de- 
liver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunt- 
er, and as a bird from the hand of tlie fowler." "* 
And a reference to other parts of sacred scrip- 
ture will afford the same idea. 

And when we reflect upon tliis fact, that tlie 
church of God is in a militant state on earth, and 
accordingly, that every member of the same is 
ill that condition; and when we call to mind 
the natural state of the heart of man, its evil in- 
clinations, its many corruptions, its aversitHi 
from what is good and godly, with the lustings 
of the flesh against the spirit ; and when to this 
we add the actual opposition, both in principle 
and practice, which the church of Christ ex- 
periences from the world around it ; and when 
to all this we bring that alarming fact, which 
the written word reveals, that Satan and the 
hosts of hell have been engaged for ages against 
the Lord and his Christ; and that, as they feel 
and act towards tiie master and Lord, so do they 
towards the servant and disciple ; and having 
once bruised his heel, when, in the season of his 
humiliation, he bore the contiadiction of sinners 
against himself, so, still, according to their per- 

' Psalm, CKKiv. 7- * Prov. vi. 5. 
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mittcd ability, tliey will harass, distress, and 
tempt, his people ; and therefore that they 
I "wrestle not against flesh and blood" alone, 
' but against principalities, against powers, 
I against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
[against spiritual wickedness in high places": 
f when, I say, we consider all this, we perceive a 
peculiar force and propriety in the striking figure 
I of speech here used by the psalmist -, and un- 
[ derstand it to convey this assurance, that, both 
m a carnal and spiritual sense, snares are be- 
I seUing them on every side. Full welt I ain 
aware, that all this may sound ideal and imagina- 
ry in the ears of tiiose who only " mind earthly 
things"; though the experience of such men 
could testify to the existence of some opposite 
principles within the heart, from what has passed 
in their own bosoms. Let such recall to mind 
the upbraidings of conscience against the grow- 
ing power of sin, and the strivings of right feel- 
ing in their earlier years against the allurements 
of iniquity, ere the voice of conscience had been 
I stilled, and right feeling been quite driven out 
. of their hearts by determined ungodliness; and 
then let them say, whether their own experience 
does not testify to something like a warfare be- 
tween good and evil, between flesh and spirit in 
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the inner man ? But if, notwithstanding such 
recollections, they still should ask, ' Where are 
the sufferings of the Christian state, and the ex- 
ercises of Christian warfare ?' we reply, ' Revealed 
in the word of God, and felt in the experience 
of his people.* And as we are persuaded of the 
certainty of these things, and of their actual 
existence, so are we assured of that only source 
fiDtn which deliverance may be sought with any 
prospect of success, and to which David here 
directs us — " in the Lord " : saying, " He shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler." And 
in truth, from every evil, which may encompass 
the path of his children, the Lord is their de- 
liverer ; and these words of David contain this 
broad fact, and thus afford a resting place for 
that man's soul, who is in any kind of trouble, 
and puts his trust in God. 

Having thus explained this first promise of 
deliverance "from the snare of the fowler", un- 
derstanding it to refer to a deliverance from 
those spiritual troubles, to which believers are 
exposed from the assaults of Satan, as well as 
from those outward ills, to which they are liable 
from an ungodly world in which they dwell, and 
whose dislike they must more or less experience, 
for "the world hateth tliem because they are 
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not of the world", we proceed to consider the ,, 
nest deliverance of which the prophet speaks. ■ 

II. And this is "from the noisome pestilence." 

Now, in this expression we may perceive a 
reference to national judgments and visitations, 
such as plague or pestilence, with which, at some 
seasons, whole countries or cities are visited. 
And if this interpretation be correct, we remark, 
that, under such visitations, those persons are | 
safe, who put their trust in the Lord. 

When we observe the conduct of some bene- J 
volent fellow-creature, to whom God has given 
a large portion of this world's goods, we shall 
find, if we follow him in his ministrations of 
mercy among the people with whom he dwells, 
that in some cases he distributes his favors in a 
general way, to all who may require his help : 
whilst on other occasions he distinguishes, with 
the tokens of kindness, those only whom he has 
cause to love or to respect above the rest. And 
here I say nothing of the jealousy, which such a 
marked distinction will too often excite in the 
hearts of others, because that jealousy is sinful, 
for such a man has a right to do what he will 
with his own. 

And this very line of conduct, which we may 
observe in the case supposed, will be found, on 
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in that you will find a list of ancient worthies, 
who served the Lord faithfully in their genera- 
tion, and whose praise is recorded in his word- 
And in what season were they chiefly enabled 
to do this ? In that of affliction, of temptation, 
and of earthly trial. The strength of God was 
supplied to them in the hour of need, and now 
they are singing the praises of his grace in hea- 
venly places, which was found sufficient for 
them in their fiery trials on the earth. ' 

But I may be told, that * the faith, of which 
here I speak, will not exempt those who possess 
it from earthly evils, to which other men are 
liable ; and, in proof of this, that the church 
of God is acknowledged, even by its very mem- 
bers, to be in a suffering condition in this world.* 
To which I reply, that faitli in God is able to 
procure actual exemption from evU, as may be 
cleai-ly seen from the recorded experience of 
the people of God ; but whilst we assert this on 
■ the testimony of sacred Scripture, we add, that 
the adi'antage which we claim for this principle, 
in its general application, is, not that it exempts 
from closure to suffering, but ensures security 
under it. And this, which we propose to shew, 
is abundantly sufficient proof of its superiority 
to that other, of which we have before dis- 
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coursed. And this is quite consistent with the 
precious promise, which the Spirit of Christ has 
given for the comfort of the church in ail ages: 
that " all things work together for good to 
them that love God " '. 

But, in order to place our doctrine in a fair 
light, it may be needful to remind you of one 
fact, which, if duly considered, will entirely de- 
prive of any force the objection which we have 
supposed to be raised. The fact is this, that 
the security of a Christian, and of his best inter- 
ests, is perfectly consistent with exposure to evil. 

In looking to the promises, which the Bible 
contains, of blessings to the people of God, I 
do not perceive that actual exemption from 
such exposure is promised. All which I dis- 
cover is, that, whilst, in common with other 
men, they are liable to suffering, they have, in 
the Most High, a very present help in trouble. 
" When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee ; and through tiie rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee " ". Here is a c^e in 
point. Tiie child of God is here supposed to 
be placed in a peiilous condition. He is said 
to pass through the waters, and to be in the 

- Rom. viii. 28. •> IwuOi, xliii. 2. 
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rivers ; and, being found in such a condition, 
a promise is made to him of security in the 
same. And his security is this, that his faith 
is in God through Jesus Christ. Accordingly 
it 19 written, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee : because 
he trusteth in tliee."^ St. Paul's experience, in 
many instances, will afford an exhibition of this 
truth. In 2 Corinthians, i. S — 10. we find pre- 
cisely such a case. The Apostle and his com- 
panions were at Ephesus, in which place his 
preaching was crowned with marked success '', 
Immediately we discover the active agency of 
Satan in rousing the idolatrous Ephesians, his 
willing servants, to resist the faith, and, if pos- 
sible, to destroy the ministers of Jesus Christ : 
a tumult was accordingly excited ", and one of 
so alarming a nature, as to lead the Apostle to 
despair even of life"*. Yet we are persuaded he 
had confidence in God, although not in such a 
measure as to deliver him from all fear ; for 
the general tenor of his life is consistent yith 
his declaration, " The life, which I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me"'. 

» Isuiah, xxvi. 3. " Acts, six. 1—20. ' lb. v. 23. 
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Again, *' We walk by faith, not by sight." * 
And the event proves not only the existence, 
feut the efficacy of this principle. Surrounded 
[ fey the circumstances of death, he was yet safe, 
for he dwelt in the secret place of the Most 
High, he abode under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty. Hence the same Apostle says in ano- 
*lier passage, *' We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken j cast 
down, but not destroyed." '' 

And upon what other principle is this to be 
explained, if not upon the one which we are 
considering; wiiich, under exposure to evil, 
plaees a man in a sure dwelling place, even in 
^e secret place of the Most High, and under 
the shadow of the Almighty? 

Brethren, it is to follow after such a faith as 
this, tliat I now earnestly exhort you. Some 
may aay, ' That if you attempt this, it will 
make you neglect your earthly callings, and 
those exertions which are needful to your well- 
being in this world.' But, in so saying, they 
say not the truth. They would confirm you in 
the error of your ways, in which, if you per- 
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severe, you will perish " from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power." ' 

Look to the examples of those saints of God,' 
which are recorded in the Scriptures, and there 
recorded for our learning. Look to those of 
Moses, of David, of Hezekiah, Few had ex- 
ercised faith in God more sincerely than these 
men; few had learned to make Him more en- 
tirely their refuge, their fortress, and tlie rock 
of their confidence. And did their faith lead 
thera to neglect their callings ? Did it incline 
them to omit those exertions which are needful 
to the performance of their duty in this world ? 
By no means. Where, I ask, do you find men 
of greater dihgence, of more strenuous exer- 
tion? Yet they set their hope in the Lord. 
Hear for example, the prayer of one of them, 
when an arduous enterprise was in prospect, 
" If thy presence go not with me, carry us not 
up hence." " On the same subject hear an- 
other, " In the time of trouble he shall hide 
me in his pavilion : in the secret of his taber- 
nacle shall he hide me : he shall set me upon a 
rock " '. Hearken also to a third in a season 
of national distress. On his bended knees, at 
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rather than in Him who is a spirit, and can only 
be spiritually discerned. But to repose in any 
thing beside Him, is a vain and a sinful con- 
fidence. There is no safety found in any other. 
" Put not your trust iu princes, nor in the son 
of man, in whom there is no help.*" 

And if in this world's trials none but God 
can deliver, say, to what quarter shall we look 
for help in the last and awful day ? He has 
declared that the heavens above shall unfold 
their gates, and that Christ, the King of Glo- 
ry, shall descend with ten thousand of his 
saints. At hia coming " the voice of the Arch- 
angel and the trump of God " shall sound, 
and this earth on which we live, and move, and 
have our being, and on which we too much 
build our hopes, shall tremble at his appearing. 
Hell and the grave " shall give up their prey, and 
the sea shall give up the dead that are in it, and 
the earth shall disclose her slain." And when 
your bodies, my bearers, shall start anew into 
life, in the morning of the resurrection ; and 
when ye shall behold the opening of that 
awful day, of which prophets have prophesied, 
and holy men have spoken, and Gpd's servants 
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of every age have preached and warned men 
with continued earnestness ; and when ye shall 
actually look up and see tlie Lord revealed, 
more terrible than on the top of Sinai, at which 
even Moses quaked and trembled j and when ye 
sliall hear that dreadful summons of " Come tP 
judgment", — tell me, yc worldly minded pec^le, 
to what quarter will ye look for safety ? Will 
any of your present confidences avail ? Will 
any trust in an arm of flesh support you ? Will 
any well-planned schemes of wickedness uphold 
you? Alas! my friends, for all such ye must 
then account before the great Searcher of 
hearts, the Judge of quick and dead. 

Oh ! fearful accompaniments of the most 
dreadful day which the world has witnessed, 
since that natal hour, in which " the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy !" Farewell, in that day, to all 
earthly props ! Farewell to all worldly help 
and strength ! Farewell to every false support 
of wickedness and sin ! Then ye may strive to 
flee from the face of Him who sitteth on the 
throne ; but in vain ! Ye may call to the rocks 
to fall on you ; but in vain ! Those " angels 
who excel in strength", will force the unwilling 
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sinners before their God. Oh ! fearful accom- 
paniments of Christ's second coming ! 

But, praised be his Name, his people shall 
in that day be more distinguished by the marks 
of divine favor, than they ever have been ; and, 
amidst the terrors of that judgment, they will 
join in this triumphant shout, ^' Lo, this is our 
God ; we have waited for him, and he willsave 
us : this is the Lord ; we have waited for him ; 
we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation !^ 

* Isaiab^ xxy« 9. 



I"* 



SERMON III. 



FAITH IN GOD A REASONABLE DOCTRINE. 



Psalm xci. foemek paet of the 4th tekhe. 



E BHALL COVEB TBE8 WITH HIB PEATHBRB, AND U 
HIS WINQB SHALT THOU TRUBT." 



If we search the Scriptures diligently we shall 
find in them a description of, what is called, 
" the life of Grace." In them we shall also dis- 
cover, that the Spirit of Christ is the author of 
such life within the soul ; and we shall moreover 
find, that to produce this was one ohject which 
our Lord Jesus Christ had in view, in taking 
npon him our fiesh, and in suffering in the same. 
For, as "life and immortahty" were "brought 
to light by the Gospel ", so, in order that sinners 
might partake of immortal life, they must be 
bom again, and be renewed unto holiness in 
the spirit of their minds. 

But though Jesus Christ suffered for this end,' 
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even to procure these gifts of grace for us sin- 
ners ; and though in our stead he bore unpa- 
ralleled affliction, that by his stripes we might 
be healed ; yet the Bible teaches, that our 
earthly condition is not free from suffering. It 
tells us rather, that, would we attain to glory, 
we must walk as Christ walked, not only in a 
way of holiness, but in a way of trial. The 
Bible deceives no man. It promises a blessing : 
it is true ; and intimates that no blessing is like 
unto it : it moreover tells us, that they who in- 
herit not this blessing, must sustain an awful and 
tremendous curse, and the more tremendously 
awful, because its effects shall know no end. 
But this record of the will of God by no means 
intimates, that the way to inherit that blessing 
is a way of ease, a way unmolested by enemies. 
It rather speaks of tribulations in that path ; of 
oppositions from without and from within j of a 
strait gate and a narrow way ; of the necessity 
of having our loins girded, like men who are 
setting forward on an enterprise which calls for 
diligence and activity. 

But, though we perceive all this in the Bible, 
on the subject of which we speak, and there 
may be much to alarm the feeble-minded, to 
distress the weak, and to divert the lovers of 
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pleasure, who are not lovers of God, from the 
paths of holiness j yet it seldom happens, but 
that, to all those intimations of suffering, to 
which the life of grace is exposed, corresponding 
promises are attached : promises of support, of 
a supply of grace, and strength, and patience, 
and of all which shall be required for the day of 
trouble : yes, " exceeding great and precious 
promises," which rest on the " yea and amen" of 
God in Christ Jesus. And of the truth of these 
sayings the psalm before us yields a proof. In 
it we find, that the people of God are exposed 
to " the snare of the fowler, and to the noisome 
pestilence," but that a deliverance is forthwitJi 
promised from each : nay more, the very exposure 
to the evil is then first declared in the promise 
of deliverance. And two distinct sources of 
confidence are revealed, from which comfort 
and support may be derived. •' He shall cover 
thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust : his truth shall be thy shield and 
buckler." 

On the first of these promises let us now at- 
tempt to meditate, by the help of Godj and, in 
so doing, it will be seen thai God is the shield of 
his people ; and that the faith, which ensures His 
protectioUf is a reasoTiable doctriiie. 
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.1. We have remarked upon the foregoing 
verse, that tlie expressions are figurative. And 
here, as before, we meet with an example of thd 
same, of which there are several instances iu 
Scripture. We observe that the idea is taken 
from a bird with her brood of young ; and, if 
we reflect upon that case, we shall perceive, how 
aptly it describes the care of " our Father which 
is in heaven", for his earthly children. How 
great is the watchfulness with which the mother 
protects her brood ! If any danger threaten 
them, how readily she exposes herself, to save 
them from harm ! " covering thera with her 
feathers," and with what security "under her 
wings do they trust !" And, rather than they 
shall suffer, she will face every enemy, though 
never so unlikely to prevail against it ; and thus 
it is that the Lord extends his care over Ins 
children ; thus also is expressed the confidence; 
which those children may place in his protec- 
tion ; and under circumstances infinitely more 
favourable ; for the refuge and shelter to which 
they have recourse, are the wing of the Lord of 
hosts, the strength of omnipotence. 

But it has been remarked, that we meet with 
a like idea in other parts of the Bible. Thus in 
Deut. xxxii. 1 1, 12. it J3 written ; " As aa 
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eagle stirreth up her nest, fiuttereth over lier 
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings ; so the Lord alone 
did lead" his people. Another instance of the 
same idea is found, in that affecting lamentation 
which our Lord once uttered over Jerusalem. 
And the mind can hardly picture to itself a more 
overpowering proof of compassion, than that 
which is here afforded. Jesus Christ was at 
tliat time teaching in the temple ; and having re- 
plied to the suggestion of the Pharisees, who 
said, "get thee out and depart hence, for Herod 
will kill thee," he shewed the necessity, that the 
eternal purpose of God concerning himself 
must be fulfilled. And, looking on the days, 
which were gone, with the mind of Him, before 
whom the past, the present, and the future, are 
as one ; and looking forward to the things, 
which were yet to be accomplished; he saw, in 
the one case, all the righteous blood of his ser- 
vants the propiiets, which had been shed within 
those walls; and, in the otlier, by means of his 
foreknowledge, he spake of that desolating judg- 
ment, which should sliortly fall on the land, the 
city, and the people ; and though contemplating, 
in this latter case, the travail of his own soul, in 
the dark season of his unspeakable passion ; and 
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though knowing, that his own most precious 
blood-shedding should fill up the measure of the 
nation's guilt, by the insult offered to the ma- 
jesty of heaven ; yet, indulging in a compassion 
peculiarlyhis own, he pathetically exclaimed, "O ^^^ 

■ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets* ^^| 
I and stonest them that are sent unto thee ; hott ^^| 
H often would I have gathered thy children to- ^^H 

■ gether, as a hen doth gather her brood under ^^H 
her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your ^^H 
house is left unto you desolate."* ^^H 

And, with all the careandaffection, with which ^^^ 
a bird watches over her young, and gathers them 
under her wingS to protect them from danger ; 
even so the Almighty God would have stretched 1 

out his shield, to save and protect his people i| 

Israel. And so certain is this fact, that, even j 

after continued provocations, if they had repent- j 

ed of their doings, and if, knowing the things U 

which belonged unto their peace, they had re- | 

ceived Jesus, as the messenger of their de- 
liverance, and the God of their redemption; 
even then, so late repenting, so late returning, 
he would have received them in mercy : he would 
have forgotten their backslidings, and would 



' Luke, ziii. 34, 35. 
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have covered them with the hollow of his hand. 
And the protection, thus offered to that nation, 
and whicli is offered to every living man, is ac- 
tually ensured to them that believe. 

But there is within us so much infirmity, in 
our present condition, that we live, so long as 
we live without God, altogether by sight, and 
not by faith. And this constitutes one grand 
distinction, between a life of grace, and a life 
after the flesh. But, though this life of faith 
be the actual state of every man, who lives and 
walks with God, it is peculiarly cony^werf to such. 
And this, like every other grace which is called 
into exercise in a Christian, passes through all 
conceivable degrees ; and may accordingly be 
found in all its varieties, from the lowest measure 
of faith to the highest, in the church of God 
on earth. 

But, though there be in men this acknowledged 
-tendency to trust in things seen, rather than in 
an unseen hand ; and tliougii it require a com- 
munication of divine grace to wean them from 
this error j yet we may be assured that this, which 
the Spirit of God demands of all his children, 
and to which flesh and blood so reluctantly have 
recourse, will approve itself aright, and on exa- 
mination will be found a reasonable doctrine. 

II. And this is our second position. 
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In order to establish this, I propose to shew,' 
that the man, •who, in all his difficulties, goes at 
once to God, by Jesus Christ, and makes him hi$ 
resource in all, acts Jar more wisely than another^ 
•who adopts the opposite principle, and seeks for 
his defence from any other quarter. 

This will be made more clear, perhaps, by an 
illustration. 

We wilt therefore suppose two persons threat- 
ened with the like evil or suffering, under the 
same circumstances of trouble ; and of these, 
the one shall be living under the influence of 
the Spirit of Christ, and of a renewed heart : 
the other shall be living without the Spirit, and 
acting on the principles of the natural man. 

Under the circumstances we have supposed, 
the conduct of the latter person would be some- 
thing like this. He would look about him, in 
order to discover in what quarter he could find 
deliverance. His first recourse would be to 
some earthly counsel, or to some earthly friend,' 
from whom or which he had reason to believe 
that the wished-fbr deliverance might be found. 
And, as it often happens, we will suppose him 
to meet with what he seeks. 

But, under the like circumstances, what would 
be the conduct of him, who is walking in the 
Spirit, and serving the Lord ? It woukl be very 
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different. He would first look to God for His 
help, and seek direction in his difficulties, from 
above, Jn the name of Jesua. And, following 
the instruction of Scripture, "by prayer and gup- 
plication, with thanksgiving", he would make his 
" requests known unto God." This would be his 
first practice, if he were a consistent professor; 
and, having done this, he would then turn to 
earth, in the Spirit of one, who knows assuredly,- 
that all earthly helps are but instruments in the 
hand of the Lord ; tiiat they severally work 
His will ; and that, without Him, they can do 
nothing. Now, in this case, as in the former, wei 
will suppose that the man meets with the deliver- 
ance which he requires ; and that some fellow- 
creature is the instrument : in a word, that 
the event is the same to each ; should it be ask- 
ed, ' What is the difference between the two ?' 
I reply, 'much every way' ; for the one is in er- 
ror, and proves it by his conduct ; the other is 
not The carnally-minded man, who, as we 
Iiave seen, flies directly to some arm of flesh for 
deliverance, is in error : for, trusting only to the 
outward and visible means of a man's deliver- 
ance, he neglects the real author and giver of 
all. He looks only to man, and, if he find that 
which he seeks, to man he ascribes thcpowerr 
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the thanks, and the glory, of his deliverance. 
But, in 30 doing, he dishonours God. He is 
wrong in his judgment, sinful in his practice ; 
and, though possibly he may pride himself On 
his wisdom, judging from its apparent success, 
he is in fact ignorant and ungodly. 

But, on the other hand, the man of faith looks 
to the real author and true source of help and 
strength. He considers, as he ought, every 
earthly help as an instrument, and nothing but 
an instrument, in the hand of God ; and, al- 
though such a one will bestow on his friend, who 
succours him, those thanks which are justly due 
to him as the instrument of Heaven, he rightly 
discriminates in this matter ; and renders the 
chief thanks, and the chief praise, to that 
gracious God, who is the real, though unseen, 
author of every deliverance. And, thus it hap- 
pens, that two cases, which in their outset may 
be the same, and in their apparent issue the 
same, may bear quite a different aspect in the 
eye of Him, who judges "not according to the 
appearance"; for in the one he maybe ho- 
noured, by the man who regards him in his 
proper character ; whilst in the other he is dis- 
honoured, for he is overlooked and forgotten, 
inasmi^ph as on the feeble (perhaps unconscious 
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or even unwilling) instrument of his good 
pleasure, all the glory and tlianks are bestowed^ 
which belong toGod alone. 

To such reasoning as this some may object, 
and say, ' If the event be the same in either 
case, and if the like success attend each, then 
surely one plan is as reasonable as the other.' 
We conceive that it is not so ; for, in estimating 
the value of an action, we should look beyond this 
present scene, and take into account the light in 
which it is regarded by the Lord ; and this, as 
we have observed, will materially alter its com- 
plexion. 

But, let us make the case our own, so far as 
we are able, and then let us decide. 

One man confers a benefit on another by 
means of a third. What, I ask, would the first 
feel, if the thanks, due to himself, were bestowed 
altogether on his agent, and he were treated 
with neglect? My brethren, the two cases are 
parallel, we can safely draw our conclusion in 
the latter, wherefore then do we hesitate, when 
called upon to decide in the former ? Oh, that 
we were as jealous of the honour of our Lord 
Jesus Christ as of our own ! Oh, that we felt as 
acutely, when He was deprived of Ins due, as 
when oui- own rights are infringed I 
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We may yet bring forward another case, 
which tends to the same result, namely, to shew, 
that the man of faith is wiser in this matter than 
the man of carnal mind. And it is this : the 
carnally-minded man acknowledges only out- 
ward and visible resources against all evils : the 
other trusts in an almighty, omnipresent, and 
spiritual, friend, as a protection against every 
enemy whatsoever. 

If we turn our attention to the evils, by which 
our race is assaulted and distressed in this world, 
and reflect upon the nature of them, we dis- 
cover, that by far the greater portion spring from 
unseen sources. Consider, first, the evils which 
threaten us of a spiritual kind. The assaults of 
Satan and the hosts of darkness : the evils of 
our own hearts : the varied lusts which have do- 
minion over men, and which bring them into 
distress or ruin of body or of soul. Again, the 
evils to which we are exposed by the malice or 
subtlety of man : these are commonly intended 
to be unseen: they work in the dark, until the 
evil of their intentions is brought to light by 
their effects. Now, against such, what resource 
has that man, who lives by sight, looking only 
to Qutward means of deliverance ? Compara- 
tively, none at all ; and did not God, in unde- 
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served pity, ward oiF, even from those who prac- 
tically deny his power, the varied ills to iThich 
they are liable, no one, who lives without God, 
could live long in this worid. But how opposite 
is the case with his children, who, like St. Paul, 
live by faith in the Son of God ! The Lord is 
their defence, and the glory of their strength. 
He is a spirit, pervading all things; and no de- 
vice can be taken into the heart, much less into 
the hand, against any, even the least, of his peo- 
ple, by devils or by men, without his knowledge ; 
neither will he permit any to proceed beyond 
the limits he assigns them; and these he wiU 
blast and overthrow with the slightest breath of 
his displeasure. 

Herein then is firm confidence. Sis people 
neither see nor know the evils which threaten 
them ; but God sees and knows them all ; and 
he is their God through Jesus Christ ; and " he 
shall cover them with his feathers, and under his 
wings shall they trust." Oh! it is a mighty and 
effectual argument, which is taken from this cir- 
cumstance, in proof of their superior wisdom, 
who make the Lord their confidence, to that of 
every other man, who rests on an arm of flesh. 
And of the superiority of such wisdom we meet 
with a striking illustration in the case of Feter.^ 
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Our blessed Lord, when speaking to St. Peter 
shortly before his death, said, " Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat ; but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." 

Now, of this desire of Satan Peter was igno- 
rant ; and, being ignorant, in what manner could 
he have provided against it ? He might have 
been found by the enemy in a state of unwatch- 
fulness : that wily foe would have taken ad- 
vantage of any such season of spiritual weakness, 
and his device might have succeeded ; but put- 
ting his trust in God, and being interested in the 
mediation of Jesus Christ, that omniscient Sa- 
viour saw the peril of his servant, and interfered 
in his behalf; and accordingly saved him from 
destruction. And we may feel assured, that the 
case of Peter is not singular ; but is only an ex- 
ample of what is going on continually, concern- 
ing God's children, of this and of every age. 
Not Satan alone, but the ungodly world, whose 
interests may be opposed to theirs, or, if they 
have no better cause, who hate them for their 
very godliness, these are imagining evil against 
the church of Christ unceasingly : evil, of 
which believers are unconscious, and of which, 
in some cases, they shall never know, till the 
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day of judgment reveal it. But such imagina- 
tions the Lord sees, and in his wisdom permits 
to proceed so far as it seems good in his sight ; 
and then he comes in with his omnipotence, 
makes bare his arm in their defence, and brings 
all their plots to destruction. How superior then 
is that man's condition, who, walking in the 
fear of God, puts his trust in Jesus, to that of 
every other, who rests on an arm of flesh ! And 
the alternative is before us. Jesus Christ has 
purchased every needful gift of God, for his 
church and people ; and, amongst these, the se- 
curity of which David speaks, and which the arm 
of omnipotence provides. But, though he freely 
invites every man to come to him, that every 
one, who so comes, may partake of the blessings 
of the covenant of grace, how few will accept 
bis offer! How few of tw have made this choice! 
We are blind, utterly bHnd, in things spiritual ; 
and perceive not the reality of the wisdom of 
God. We esteem that to be wisdom, which is 
fooHshness in his sight; and, in the pride of our 
unrenewed hearts, neglect to ask of God for 
spiritual discernment*. How then can -we be- 

■ ] Cor. ii. 14, 15. 
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lieve, whose affections are absorbed in the things 
of this world, and who value not " the honour 
that Cometh from God only"? Here then is 
the barrier which prevents our salvation : here is 
the obstruction which must be overcome, ere we 
can be found in the way of life. But forget not, 
brethren, that by the help of God alone we can 
get over this wall. By his help alone it is, that 
sinners are placed in a state of salvation. 

Much of the evil lies in a want of faith in this 
grand doctrine of our salvation. But where this 
is received as true, in simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity, men seek to the fountain-head of real 
wisdom, even to Jesus Christ, "who of God is 
made unto us wisdom"*; and, seeking this 
from him, they find him true to his own most 
certain word ; for to such " he giveth liberally, 
and upbraideth not." Oh, that ye were like 
unto them ! Oh, that ye were wise, as the chil- 
dren of light ! For, though the world esteem 
their wisdom to be fooUshness, it is not so j 
neither will it appear so at the last. Then it 
will approve itself aright, " unto the world, and 
to angels, and to men"^ 

■ lCOT.i.30. " lCoT.iv.9. 




J 



SERM. III.] NINETY-FIRST PSALM. 49 

May the good Lord make us partakers of this 
benefit, and grant unto us such increasing 
measures of the same, that we may become wise 
unto salvation, through the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus ! 
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THE TRUTH OF GOD THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH. 



Psalm xci. latter paet of the 4th verse. 
" his truth shall be thy shield and buckler." 

It was the object of the foregoing discourse to 
establish this fact, that the faith, which God's 
people place in Him under all the circumstances 
of life, is consistent with " sound wisdom ** ; 
and therefore that the doctrine is reasonable, 
which inculcates the exercise of such faith. 
We now proceed to shew, from the latter part 
of this, verse, that the truth of God is the chief 
foundation of this faith. " His truth shall be 
thy shield and buckler/' 

Let us suppose this saying of the Scripture 
to fix the attention of a man, who is living with- 
out God in the world j and the natural result of 
such a subject arresting his mind would be, to 
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inquire, ' Wherefore it happened, that the child- 
ren of God placed so raucli confidence in his 
truth, as to make it tlieir shield, in preference 
to every other ?' And, having received a reply to 
this inquiry, he would be led naturally to make 
a second : * In what particular situations the 
truth of God approved itself to be a real sup- 
port to his people ?' 

And if our attention be really given, to ob- 
tain satisfactory replies to these enquiries, we 
doubt not that, by the blessing of God, the doc- 
trine we have advanced will be clearly establish- 
ed. 

I. We now suppose it to be asked, • Why do 
the children of God place so much confidence 
in his word, as to make it their shield, in pre- 
ference to every other ?' To which we reply, 
•That they l(now their God to be unchangeable 
in his character and attributes.' Now we know 
nothing of the Lord, but what he chooses in some 
way to reveal to us ; and speaking of Himself 
on this very subject he says, " I am the Lord; 
I change not."* Again we read, "Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.'"" 
And "with him is no variableness, neither shadow 
■ of turning."" In a word, what he was from eter- 
H ■ MaL lii. G. b Heb. Kiii. 8. -^ James, i. 1 7- 
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nity, before he called time into being, that he still 
is; and the same he will continue to be, when time 
shall be no more. And this unchangeable charac- 
teristicbelongsto every attribute of the Godhead ; 
and therefore to his faithfulness and truth ; for 
these, like himself, know no change, neither sha- 
dow of turning: "and his truth endureth to all 
generations."' Indeed so often does he speak in 
his word of this particular, that it would seem 
as if on this subject he was, above all others, " a 
jealous God." Thus he tells us, that it is " im- 
possible for God to He "; and, though all other 
things shall fade and fail, his truth endureth for 
ever. 

Were we called upon to account for the ap- 
parent jealousy, which is thus exhibited in sacred 
scripture, we should not long hesitate respecting 
it ; for in the course of our meditations on the 
word, we shall discover, that in some cases Satan 
strives to imitate God, obtruding himself into his 
place, assuming the appearance of an angel of 
light, soliciting the worship due to the Lord, 
and seeking that glory which He will not give 
to another. 

But on the other hand we perceive, that the ' 
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Lord in every case repels the very least approxi- 
mation unto Satan : that it is enough to make 
him reject our worship and service, if it be mix- 
ed up with the service of Mammon -. that he 
abhors the idea of such contamination ; and that 
it is utterly impossible for his infinitely pure un- 
snllied mind to have any concord with Belial. 
Light does not more necessarily withdraw, and 
betake itself to flight, when darkness shrouds 
the earth, than the holy character of the blessed 
One shrinks from any contact with the devil. 

You will recollect an occasion, when our Lord 
was conversing with the Jews, and when, as 
they too often did, they attempted to provoke 
him, that he replied severely to their hypo- 
critical professions of being the people of God 
because they were the cliildren of Abraham. 
And, having shewn the emptiness of such vaunt- 
ing, he appealed to their wicked works and prac- 
tical ungodliness ; and, judging by that prool^ 
the great Searcher of hearts assured them, that, 
so far from being children of Abraham, they 
were neither more nor less than children of the 
wicked one. And, having said thus much, he 
added, " He was a murderer from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in tlie truth, because there 
is no truth in him." And, that there might be 
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no possibility of error on the subject, he added, 
"When he speaketh a he, he speakethof hjsown: 
for he is a liar and the father of it.'" And 
when, in confirmation of this doctrine, we per- 
ceive, that deceit is the grand principle of Sa- 
tan's practice, that "he lieth in wait secret- 
ly ", that " with all dcceivableness of un- 
righteousness " he labours to ruin souls, that 
by " lying wonders" he has promoted his cause 
in the earth, can it seem strange, that the God 
of truth should revolt from such a resemblance : . 
that, with a holy jealousy, he should recoil, as it 
were, from such a similitude ; and, as the psalm- 
ist in another place tells us, that He should 
magnify his word of truth so highly? " I will 
praise thy name for thy loving kindness and for 
thy truth ; for thou hast magnified thy word 
above all thy Name.'"" 

But the situation, which the ■word of God occupies 
in the world, explains yet further the cause for 
so much holy jealousy on its behalf. 

"When we reflect on our own condition, even 
as it respects the present life ; and when we con- 
sider the various situations, in whicli we are ne- 
cessarily placed, wherein we must depend on 
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tlie fidelity of those, with whom we are con- 
nected ; and how often, under such circum- 
stances, we suffer from false tongues : when, 
taking into our account what has before been 
said of Satan's deceitfulness, to effect our de- 
struction, we look beyond, to that most import- 
ant subject, the question of our eternity j and 
knowing that there is but one source, from which 
light and instruction can be drawn ; do we 
wonder that .God, who knows our wants, and 
compassionates our weaknesses, should be so 
jealous for his word ; since, if it were not im- 
moveably established, there would be no sure 
resting-place for the soul of the sinner, in this 
vale of tears? Truly there would be no " an- 
chor sure and stedfast", by which being fixed, 
it would ride secure through every storm of life, 
and under every wind of doctrine ! In fact, our • 
last refuge would be removed, and we, miserable 
sinners in our lost estate, sliould be yet more 
miserable, being deprived of our chief stay in this 
tempestuous world. Both these considerations 
satisfactorily explain to God's children, who 
know his unchangeableness, his uncompromising 
holiness, and tender compassion for our wants 
and weaknesses, why he is so jealous of his truth, 
and why he thus asserts its purity, and magnifies 
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its unsullied character before the sons of men. 
And both these teach them to place in it faith 
unfeigned, even to make it "their shield and 
buckler." And thus " they give an answer to 
every man that asketh a reason of the hope that 
is in them.'" 

But, besides the above, they refer to that con- 
tinued confirmation of the truth of God, which has 
been afforded, in the course of his dealings with . 
7na7ikind,from the creation to the present hour. 

In our intercourse one with another, if we 
are about to have any dealings with a man, who 
bears the character of a man of truth, we un- 
dertake them with considerable confidence. And 
if, after we have dealt with him for a long sea- 
son, and in every case have found him acting 
consistently with his former character, how 
greatly is our confidence increased ! Now it is 
precisely on this principle that the Lord claims 
a firm unshaken faith in his word, from the 
children of men ; and this claim receives fresh 
strength, with every revolving hour. And he 
meets with what he claims, from them that be- 
lieve, for "they that know thy name will put i 
their trust in thee.'"' 
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It was the duty of the first man, Adam, im- 
plicitly' to receive, as true, whatever the Lord 
said, merely because he said it. Satan, as we 
know, led our first parents to doubt his truth, 
and to mistrust his word. " Ye shall not surely 
die", said that arch deceiver, "for God doth 
know, that in the day ye cat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil."" And fearfully their 
eyes were opened, to perceive their own naked- 
ness ! to discover whence they had fallen ! to 
know the good, which they had lost, and the 
evil which they had sustained ! But now the 
case is changed : ages have passed away con- 
tinually : near six thousand years have rolled on 
with the tide of time, and every hour has tended 
to confirm this fact, that "God is true"; that 
" great is his faithfulness and truth." 

But we know that there are circumstances, in 
which a man of truth may be placed, in which, 
it might be expected, that his conduct would 
prove different from what it has been. Such 
are those, wherein he is called upon to fulfil his 
word, at a great cost, or by the sacrifice of his 
benevolent feelings. And if, in such cases, we 
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shall find him firm to his word, and that he dis- 
appoints not the expectations which he has ex- 
cited, though it were to his own hindrance, we 
conclude, that, in all inferior cases, he must be 
faithful ; and our confidence in his character for 
truth will be greatly increased. 

And it is such an exhibition of unchangeable 
truth, which God has given to the world at 
large, and on which he claims the faith of all his 
creatures in liis holy word. In the latter case, 
namely, where truth is to be uplield by a sacri- 
fice of benevolent feeling, God had said to 
Adam, " Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat : but of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day' that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die."* And much punishment was 
included in this threatening. But our first 
parents, before they sinned, had only known the 
Lord God in his milder attributes of a gracious 
father ; and it seems that Satan practised upon 
this very tendency of their hearts, to make them 
hope that, though the Lord might threaten pu- 
nishment, he would not fulfil it, because he was 
ii gracious and a merciful God. But what was 

• Gcu. ii, 16. 17. 
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the effect of such an experiment ? They sinned 
against him ; and, if they did it under this per- 
suasion, how grossly were they deceived! For 
their transgression which they had transgressed, 
and for their sin which they had sinned, they 
became subject unto death temporal and eternal. 
And, notwithstanding his former grace and 
goodness, he exhibited himself as a God of un- 
varying truth, wlio will punish sin. And this 
he did for his faithfulness and truth's sake. 

Now, with respect to that other case, which 
we have named, where truth is to be upheld at 
a great cost, and in which, if a man swerve not 
from the severity of his uprightness, we con- 
clude him faithful, the reasoning in like manner 
applies to God. For, when he promised to 
save the world from the effects of sin, had the 
precious price of its redemption been revealed, 
even the humiliation of the Son of God, his 
agony and bloody sweat, and the pouring out of 
his soul on thecross, it might have been supposed, 
by some worldly calculator, that, if the salvation 
of sinners depended only on such a price being 
paid to effect it, sinners must fail of salvation 
for ever. But, mark the event! The Lord had 
said, that it should be so ; and he repeated the 
promise by the mouths of a long series of pro- 
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phets J and, though tlie price were high, and it cost ij 
much, at the hand of God, to redeem our souls 
from hell, his truth was pledged to perform it 9 
and, "in due time, Christ died for the ungodly." 
Here, then, in that other extreme case, did the 
Lord establish his faithfulness and truth : his 
counsel stood fast, and " he magnified his word 
above all his Name." * 

And if, in these two extreme cases, he proved'4 
the certainty of his word, we must conclud^il 
arguing by analogy, on our own ])rinciples, j 
that in every minor case it will stand. And th^J 
Lord has given sufficient evidence of this fact,* 
by fulfilling every tittle of it in its season. And 
for these causes it is, that the children of Godi] 
make his truth their shield and buckler: the ^ 
pillar and ground of their faith. 

Having repHed to the first enquiry, we pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the second : In 
•what particular situations the truth of God ap- 
proves itself a shield and buckler to his Saints. 

If it were expected of us to enumerate every 
such situation, we should wear out the day in 
recounting them, though we commenced with 
the earliest dawn. We should have to specify 
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every supposable case of wrong and robbery, to 
which the saints of God are liable : every evil of 
man's device, which threatens or annoys them : 
every crafty contrivance of Satan against their 
peace or welfare : the ills, I might say the un- 
numbered ills, to which this frail tabernacle of 
humanity is exposed : I might run through 
miseries of every name, and shape, and sort j 
and then say, that, in and under all, the truth 
of God is " a buckler to them that walk up- 
rightly." ' And, if a reason for such an assertion 
be fiirther asked, we add, that, there is no case 
of temptation, distress, or suifering, to which 
some promise is not annexed ; and these are 
given in the word of the God of truth, who can- 
not lie. But in all the various cases, to which 
the promises of God belong, we have hitherto 
confined ourselves to this present world : let us 
not forget, that they extend also to the next; 
and that the certainty of enjoying the good 
things, " which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man " to 
conceive, rests on the same foundation. Now, 
it not unfrequently happens, that the people of 
God, when contemplating these things, feel so 
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deep a sense of their great unworthiness, as, in 
an hour of weakness, almost to doubt of the pos- 
sibility of such a portion belonging to them. 
They enter into the feeling of Peter, when he 
said, << depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
OLord." 

Hence God, who never forgets the infirmity 
of his people, has graciously provided against 
such a case; and has condescended to make 
more sure, if it were possible, his own most sure 
word. And, for that end, has " confirmed it by 
an oath : that by two immutable things, in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might have 
a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to 
lay hold upon the hope set before us." ■ And 
thus it is, that we reply to the enquiries of such 
aperson, as we have supposed: of one, who, 
living without God in the world, hears that other 
men, who profess to know him, do find a solid 
comfort, and a real support, in all the promises 
which his word supplies. 

And, doubtless, there are many, who know not 
what it is to have recourse to the Bible for com- 
fort, in any time of trouble. Many, I fear, 
there are, amongst us, who are ignorant that 

• Heb. vi. 17, 18. 
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it contains such a treasure. Oli, that God, 
for Christ's sake, would make this, which we 
now speak, " a word in season" to such men ! 
But, while we maintain that this blessedness 
does actually reside in the holy word ; and that 
the people of Christ have access thereto j and, 
according to their wants, are enabled by his 
grace to derive from it strength, consolation, 
guidance, and peace, and " a hope which 
maketh not ashamed"; we moreover add, that 
its blessings are offered to all ; and to all, who 
seek Jesus Christ by the gospel, they are insured; 
for Jesus himself has said, that such he will "in 
no wise cast out." 

Many an evil there is, which, as it respects 
this world, may be shunned at any moment, by 
an application to the proper remedy. Others 
again there are, in which the time of cure is 
limited ; and in such cases, if the proper remedy 
be not applied in due season, the case becomes 
hopeless, and is past the possibility of cure. 
And it is in this latter case that our souls are 
found, as it respects their eternal welfare, and 
escape from the wrath which is to come. Whilst 
on this side the grave, the only remedy for their 
lost estate can be applied to them effectually, 
even the blood of Jesus Christ by faith. And 
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we know and are persuaded, that the sinner, 
who flees to that for refuge, shall find it, and 
shall not be disappointed of his hope. 

But let the soul once pass from the body, let 
it once be found on that mysterious road from 
which no ti'aveller returns, let it carry away with 
it the burden of its unremitted sins, and the re- 
medy tor its ills is sought too late. With such, 
" the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
they are not saved." And who can deny that, 
with the multitude of mankind, this, to all ap- 
pearance, must happen ? They persevere in 
putting off the earnest seeking of salvation : they 
push aside the still-stretched-out hand of God 
the Redeemer : they resist the strivings, and 
smother the convictions, of the Spirit of grace : 
like the deaf adder, they stop their ears, as well 
to the still small voice of conscience speaking in 
their hearts, as to the voice of God in his word j 
and, by all this they practically declare, that 
they will not be saved. But what shall their end 
be? In righteous judgment, the Lord gives 
them over to their own heart's lusts, and leaves 
them to perish in their sins. And, when the last 
judgment shall arrive, what shall it avail them, 
that once they might have been saved ? Wliat, 
that they lived in a season of great light, if they 
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loved darkness rather than light? What, that 
they followed the multitude to do evil ; and, in 
the ignorance of their carnal mind, preferred any 
vanity of time or sense, to the substantial verities 
of the kingdom of God? What will all this 
avail, but to increase the measure of their con- 
demnation ? I would, brethren, that there were 
none amongst you of such a character as this! 
I would, that ye were all walking as becometli 
saints, in the fear of God, and in the love of his 
Son, and in the way of all his commandments, 
blameless ! Then ye would know what it is, to 
make the truth of God your shield and buckler. 
It would be most precious to your souls ; and the 
very feet of those, who brought its glad tidings, 
would be beautiful in your eyes. But is it so 
with you ? Alas, of how few can it be truly said, 
that they are thus living ! Wiiilst, of the ma- 
jority we must declare, that they are living to 
sin, to Satan, to the world, or to themselves ; in 
a word, to any thing rather than to God. And 
can such find comfort in his word ? In that re- 
cord they find the marks of their own unre- 
newed state ; in that the awful assurance is 
made, that, so living and so dying, they have no 
"inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God." 
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SERMON V. 



THE NATURE OF THAT FEAR CONSIDERED, FROM 
WHICH THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE DELIVER- 
ED BY FAITH, AND OF THE FEAR WHICH THEY 
OUGHT TO CHERISH. 



Psalm xci. 5, 6. 

« thou shalt kot bb afraid fob the tbbbor jb7 
night; nob fob thb abbow that fliet« by day; 

'^ nob fob thb pb8tilengb that walketh in dabk- 
ness; nob fob thb de8tbucti0n that wastbth at 

NOON-DAY." 

The subject-matter of this Psalm we have seen 
to be a declaration of the present security of the 
people of God ; and their faith is shown to be 
the instrumental cause of their safety. Two 
illustrations of this doctrine have been already 
seen, in the third verse ; and the truth of God 
is declared, in the fourth, to be the foundation of 
this faith. In the words before us, the Psalnust 
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proceeds to treat of othei' instances of similar 
effects of faith; and, to the consideration of these 
we now bespeak your attention. 

" Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day j nor 
for the pestilence thatwalketh in darkness j nor 
for the destruction tiiat wasteth at noon-day." 

We shall,^r5^ offer some reflections on tke na- 
ture of thai fear, Jroyn -which an escape is insured 
by faith ; and, having answered an objection, 
•which has sometimes been brought to this part of 
owr subject, we intend, secondly, to point out the 
fear which a believer in Jesus Christ is exhorted 
to cherish. 

I. It would be easy to show, that, in a greater 
or less degree, the generality of men are subject 
to some kind of fear. Thus, one man fears po- 
verty: another, disgrace: another, the loss of 
his station : another, the forfeiture of the world's 
favor : another, disappointment in the object of 
his ambition ; and how many are subject to the 
fear of death ! And, these assertions are capable 
of proof, if proof were required. But, in the 
words before us, David specifies some of those 
things, which are objects of fear to the world at 
large. He speaks of" the terror by night"; of 
** the arrow that flieth by day"; of "the pesti- 
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lence that walketh in darkness"; and of "the 
destruction that wasteth at noon-day." Noweach 
of these is a subject of uneasiness and fear, to 
those persons, who are placed in situations ex- 
posed to them. If, for example, men dwell in a 
land, in which " the terror by night" prevails, 
in which the assaults of the ungodly are fre- 
quent in that season, how great consternation 
will it excite ! If, again, the destroying angel 
pass through the land, and it be visited by pes- 
tilence, or war, or famine; and if the inhabitants 
thereof are faUing rapidly into the grave, with 
what dismay do those, whose hopes centime in 
this world, contemplate such evils, fearing lest 
they should become a sacrifice to the same! 

Now, observe the effect of these evils, and 
you will find, that they endanger worldly in- 
terests, and worldly enjoyments ; that they 
threaten the destruction of earthly good. Hence 
the anxieties, which they generate, are of an 
earthly kind. And, if this be true, there is no 
cause for wonder, that these events should 
trouble him, whose affections are bound to earth. 
y Here his heart is fixed, and whatever threatens 
*'the object of his heart's desire, threatens, more 
or less, all which is valuable in his esteem. The 
fears, therefore, which such a one entertains, are 
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earthly, excited on account of earthly objects, 
the possession and enjoyment of which are 
threatened by the varied ills, to which our mor- 
tal life is subject, and of which the Psalmist 
here speaks. 

But, under all such circumstances of distress, 
what saith the Scripture, concerning the child 
of God? It says, "thou shalt not be afraid.'" 
And would we account for this ? It is done on 
the very principle, which here we are upholding : 
because he puts his trust in the Lord. 

Solomon advances the same doctrine, and rests 
it on the same foundatiou^ And the possession 
or want of this principle it is, which makes the 
difference between the man who has it, and him 
who has it not ; for, whilst the hopes and ex- 
pectations of the one are fixed on this world, 
the affections of the other are weaned from it, 
being placed on the next. Hence, the treasure 
of the one being in this life, his all is in peril, if 
this be endangered ; but the treasure of the 
other is in heaven, where a better portion is re- 
served for him, by the power of God, for ever j 
and he feareth not ; and this is the effect of 
faith. Thus, therefore, we discover the supe- 
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riority of this principle, which God giveth to 
his children (for "faith is the gift of God'"). 
They are, or ought to be, delivered from the 
bondage of those fears, to which other men are 
all their life-time subject. And the nature of 
those fears at once explains the cause of their 
deliverance. But, if it be objected, that roe do 
sometimes discover fear in the conduct of suck 
men, when placed in trying circumstances, we 
reply, ' These are to be ascribed to the weakness 
of their faith. They live not up to the high 
privileges of their calling, and they according- 
ly possess but a small measure of divine grace.' 
And let it ever be remembered, tliat a blessing, 
which is offered in the word of God to any 
people, is not at all the less a blessing, because 
many, to whom it is offered, fail to make a be- 
coming use of it. The promised blessings of 
the children of God are sure and certain, if only 
they will use the appointed means of obtaining 
them ; and the deliverance, mentioned in our 
text, partakes of the same character. We may 
recollect our Saviour's rebuke, when speaking 
to Iiis disciples on this very subject, "Why are 
ye fearful, O ye of little faith?"" 
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On that occasion, he upbraided them for their 
fear under outward difficulties j and in so doing 
he exhibited the cause of this weakness. It 
was their want of faith. And so it is in the 
case before us, and at this very hour. In the 
case before us, David says, they shall not be 
afraid of any of those evils, which destroy the 
peace of other men. And on what foundation 
does he build this escape from fear? On their 
faith. Here is the great secret of their de- 
liverance. As it is written, " Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee ; because he trusteth in thee."' 

And this reply to the supposed objection is 
well exemplified, in the conduct of the disciples 
of our blessed I-ord, in the day of his humilia- 
tion, as contrasted with their conduct in after 
times. They had forsaken all, and followed 
him, as "the hope of Israel, the Saviour." 
By him they had been taught, defended against 
their enemies, furnished witli power from on 
high for their catling. But their faith was yet 
weak. And when, *' that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled," they saw .Tesus, led like a lamb to 
the slaughter (being ignorant of this part of 

' Isaiah, xxvi. 3. 
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Messiah's character, and of the great effects, 
which should follow his precious blood-shed- 
ding) ; it was too much for their measure of faith, 
and " they all forsook him, and fled." Now con- 
trast this weak conduct with that, which the 
same men exhibited in later times, when they 
fearlessly faced scourging, and bonds, and im- 
prisonment, and death ; and say, whence the 
difference ? They had learned, in the latter case, 
more entirely to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and had received from him strength equal to their 
day. 

But perhaps the example of St. Peter is, of 
all others, the most in point. When he saw his 
Lord submit himself to his enemies (not how- 
ever without giving a manifestation of his di- 
vinity — for, •' as soon as he had said unto them, 
I AM he, they went backward and fell to the 
ground '"), he followed afar off with St. John, 
until they came to the palace of the high priest. 
There, as we know, he lamentably exhibited his 
want of faith, and left a standing testimony to 
future ages, of the utter weakness of the best 
of men, when relying on their own strength. 
But, from this affecting scene, if we turn to the 

* John, xviii. G. 
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subsequent history of the infant-church, and con- 
sider the undaunted bearing of this same man, 
when brought before the Jewish rulers for the 
name of Jesus, we might be hardly driven, to 
account for the difference, which is observable 
herein. But we know, that, in the one case, he 
was weak: in the other, strong in faith ; and, ac- 
cordingly, in the one, his fears prevailed, and 
he fell : in the other, his faith failed notj for 
he " was not afraid of them which kUI the 
body, and after that have no more that they can 
do." 

And the same thing happens, at this very 
hour. The Bible tells us, that the children of 
God are delivered from those subjects of fear, 
by which the world is kept in bondage. Yet, 
notwithstanding this assurance, we too often 
perceive them over-careful about many things, 
and 'disquieting themselves in vain. And, at 
the first, we are unable to understand this, for 
it may be too hard for us. But, when we apply 
the principle, which David here advances; and 
take with it the rebuke of Jesus Christ to the 
disciples of his own day, which has been men- 
tioned; we perceive, that the unworthy fears of 
his people are owing to the weakness of their 
faith; and that, just in proportion as this prin- 
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ciple is strong in their hearts, so its effects will 
be, in procuring for them a dehverance from 
such weakness. 

Now it is found in this case, as it will often 
happen, that men may think they discover in- 
consistency in tlie sayings of tlie word of God ; 
and it may be urged, * If this doctrine be true, 
how can it be said by Solomon, that " happy is 
the man that feareth alway '"?' To which we 
reply, that botii are perfectly true, for the fear, 
spoken of in the former instance, is materially 
different from that intended in the latter ; 
yea, so different, that, whilst we are directed by 
the Spirit of Christ, to endeavour to eradicate 
the one out of our hearts, we are commanded 
by the same Spirit to cultivate the other. The 
one we are taught to avoid, through faith in the 
power of God, which makes his power our own : 
the other we are exhorted to cherish, as a godly 
principle within the soul. Of the first we have 
_ amply discoursed : of the latter we proceed to 

H speak. 

H II. And, in defining this, we may say, that 

H it is the fear of offending God j or of doing any 

H thing displeasing to him ; and this we are taught 

H 'Prav. xxviii. 14. 
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to cherish, for two reasons } first, that it is pro- 
ductive qf many good fruits; and again, that, 
Jrom the "want qf it, much evil is co?itinuaUy 
abounding in the -world. 

I. Jt is productive of many good fruits. Wit- 
ness, in support of this saying, the holy caution, 
which it begets, in the man who has it. Ob- 
serve how circumspectly he will walk, who is 
filled with such holy fear ! Mark his habitual 
dread of oiFending God ! 

It is to this very principle of godly fear, that 
much of the obedience of believers is to be as- 
cribed. From this sprang the obedience of Jo- 
seph, in a season of peculiar temptation. " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?" And our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst 
teaching his disciples to live above the dread of 
this world's evils, added, " but I will forewarn 
you wiiom ye shall fear, fear Him, which, after 
he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ; yea, 
1 say unto you, fear Him." 

Brethren, let us strive to cherish this spirit of 
reverence and godly fear ; for it is, in truth, a 
safeguard against many evils, in this perilous 
world. Instead of being carried away with this, 
or that, which annoys and distresses worldly 
minds, let us cultivate this holy principle, pray- 
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ing always, with him of old time, *' Unite my 
heart to fear thy name "j and thus we shall 
learn to " fear this glorious and fearful name, 
THE LORD, THY GOD.'" 

2. But I have said, that, Jrom the -want of this, 
muck evil is continually abounding in the world. 

If men feared God, so far as this principle ex- 
tended, it would preserve them from sin. It 
were impossible, if this ahounded, that sin could 
so much abound. Hence we read, as one general 
description of the ungodly, that " they have no 
fear of God before their eyes." 

And though the consideration is alarming, that 
a creature dependent on the power and good- 
ness of the Almighty, (without which he can 
neither live, nor move, nor have any being,) 
should fear him not; yet you will find it true; 
and that such persons have a greater dread of 
" a man that shall die, and of the son of man, 
which shall be made as grass", than of the 
great, eternal, immortal, invisible, but all-seeing, 
God! 

For how often will the presence even of a 
child prevent the commission of sin, which the 
most sure presence of Him, " who neither slum- 

. ' Deut. xxviii. 58. 
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bereth nor sleepeth ", fails to hinder ! And 
whence is this, but because men fear Him not ? 
And what encourages this feeling ? It is " be- 
cause sentence against an evil work is not ex- 
ecuted speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fuily set in them to do evil"'. And 
whence does this proceed but from another 
cause, that "God is not in all their thoughts"? 
But let me observe, that they who fear Him 
most, in this sense, have the least cause to fear 
Him, in any other. Whilst the converse is also 
true ; that they, who fear him not, and are there- 
fore careless of offending him, have abundant 
reason to dread the vials of his wrath, which, by 
evcTy principle of faithfulness and truth, he is 
pledged to pour out on the impenitent, who 
fearlessly sin against him. 

Thus we have discussed this part of the sub- 
ject, which the words of David suggest : from 
which we may conclude, that, if the faith of 
God's " peculiar people " be lively and strong, 
they are delivered from the fear of those evils, 
to which the men of this world are subject. 
And we have endeavoured to make it more 
clear, by shewing the principle, from which this 
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deliverance proceeds j that, if the worst possible 
evil betide them, in their worldly affairs, it can- 
not affect them, as it does other men, because 
their treasure is in heaven, " where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God." 

And to this fact we are persuaded, that the 
souls of many can now testify, who have passed 
through much tribulation while on earth, but 
who are now with Christ in Paradise. 

In tlie Apocalypse ' we read, that " One of the 
elders answered," saying unto St. John, "What 
are these, which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they?— And he said. These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple ; and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them." Now 
fluch men may have been long and sorely tiied, 
in the days of the flesh : they may have felt the 
actual pressure of those evils, from the fear of 
which they were saved by their faith ; and, like 
the apostle, though troubled on every side, 
they were not distressed, though perplexed, they 

.13—15. 
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were not in despair, though cast down, they 
were not destroyed. But, when their Lord re- 
leased them from the burden of the flesh, taking 
tliem away from the evil to come, their souls en- 
tered into joy. Now, if their expectation had 
been placed on the perishing things of this world, 
what would have been their portion at this hour? 
Not the portion of the blessed j but "the glow- 
ing pavement of hell", burning under their feet. 
Yet, theirs was no pleasing heritage in this life ; , 
but, as they endured unto the end, in faith and 
patience, so we believe, that their earthly af- 
flictions have wrought out for them a far more 
exceeding and eternal weiglit of glory. And 
such, we are persuaded, is the actual experience 
of every departed saint of God, let his condition 
in this world have been ever so trying. 

But, when death removes men from this world, 
whose whole lives have been a course of pre- 
vailing ungodliness, and of persevering neglect 
of the gospel, shall we say of such, that they 
have good hope in their latter end? The word of 
God constrains us to answer, ' No'. Of such 
there is no hope : of such the end is " destruc- 
tion, from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power." 

And how many, O God, of such a sort as this. 
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does thine all-seeing eye behold, when thou 
lookest down on this place ! How awful are 
the provocations, wherewith thou art provoked 
every day! How infinite is thy forbearance, 
which withholds thine arm from sweeping with 
the besom of destruction the face of this rebel- 
lious world ! But thy bow is in the cloud, even 
thy faithful witness in heaven, and thou wilt no 
more destroy the earth, until the appointed time, 
when Christ shall come to judgment. Oh, then, 
come amongst us in mercy, with thy converting 
power, and turn our hearts to thee. " Put thy 
fear within us, that we maybe kept from offend- 
ing thee"; and give us all grace to consider our 
latter end, and that last day, when thou wilt 
judge the world in righteousness, by Him whom 
thou hast ordained. ** Even so. Amen !'* 
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Psalm xci. 7? 8. 

'^ a thousand bhai/l fall at thy side. and ten thou- 
sand at thy bight hand; but it shall not come 
nigh thee. 

'^ only with thine eyes shalt thou behold^ and see 
the bewabd op the wkjked." 

If at any time " the Lord cometh out qf bis 
place, to punish the inhabiitants of the earth fqr 
their iniquity," various conclusions are jformed 
concerning his judgments. And the nature of 
these conclusions depends on the character of 
those who form them. Thus, whUst one views 
the visitation in its desolating effects, and seei^^a 
multitude swept into the grave, he considie^s, 
that the evil, which produces so much misieiry^ 
comes, as it were, by chance ; and is proceed- 
ing in the march of destruction, without any 
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guidance at all. Another views the same evil, 
and considers the same effects, but arrives at 
a far-different conclusion. He knows not what 
is meant by "chance", for he perceives herein 
the finger of God, and acknowledges the inter- 
position of his providence, as guiding and direct- 
ing all. Now I need scarcely say, that the first 
observer is the man, who, living without God in 
the world, is unaccustomed to consider him in 
his ways and works ; nor that the latter is he, 
who, striving to walk with God, acknowledges 
him in all his ways, and traces his providence in 
all events. Neither need I add, that this person 
has greatly the advantage of the other, first, be- 
cause his practice is right, whilst that of the 
other is wrong ; and again, because the hand, 
which directs, controls, and overrules, all things, 
is with him, but it is against the other, who ac- 
knowledges Him not. For " the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their cry ", but " the face of the Lord 
is against them that do evil"'. And his su- 
periority is yet more fully seen in what David 
here advances ; for, when exposed to such ca- 
lamities, the Holy Spirit says, " a thousand shall 
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fall at thy aide, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee." 

Yet something more of the divine dealings is 
discoverable in such cases, as the Holy Ghost 
here teaches: namely, that, -when the judgments 
of God are abroad in the world, the man, who 
lives the life of faith, shall sec many fall on every 
side, -whilst he is delivered. 

"We propose first to illustrate, and then to ap- 
ply, this doctrine. 

Before we enter on the first part of this sub- 
ject, it may be well to caution you against draw- 
ing a hasty conclusion, from what has been said, 
that no child of God ever falls in a public ca- 
lamity; for we are not justified in making this 
inference from our text. On the contrary, it 
may often happen, that " the appointed time" 
of such a man's departure may then have arrived, 
and the Lord may see fit to employ this method 
of taking his servant to himself. And, should 
it be so, we are persuaded that it is in mercy, 
and that " the righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come." 

Now there are cases on record, illustrative of 

the doctrine before us. The first which I shall 

bring forward, is that of David himself. In the 

last chapter of the second book of Samuel we 
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read, that David coinmanded Joab, the captain 
of the host, to go through tlie tribes of Israel, 
from one end of the land to the other, and to 
number the people. Now to number the people 
of God was accounted sin in his sight; and for 
several reasons. First, it implied a doubt of the 
promises of God, respecting their increase, who 
had said, " I will multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven, and as the sand upon the sea shore " *. 
Again, it seemed as if the chosen people de- 
pended on their numbers for their defence, and 
not on the Lord, who had unceasingly taught 
them, that he was their shield, and the rock of 
their support; and that their strength lay, not in 
the multitude of their armies, but in having the 
God of Abraham for their God, the Lord of 
Sabaoth for their guard. 

Accordingly this act of numbering the people 
was thought so highly sinful, that even Joab, a 
1 'man not of a very tender conscience, protested 
against it ; " and said unto theJcing, Now the 
Lord thy God add unto the people, how many 
soever they be, an hundred-fold, and that the 
eyes of my lord the king may see it : but why 
doth my lord the king delight in this thing ?" 



' GcD. xxii. 17. 
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" Notwithstanding, the king's word prevailed 
against Joab, and against the captains of the 
host. And Joab and the captains of the host 
went out from the presence of the king to num- 
berthe people of Israel"'. The Lord permitted 
this to proceed even to a completion, without 
interfering. But, when the census was com- 
pleted, he sent a threatening message to David, 
giving him the choice of one of three evils, as a 
punishment foi- this sin. " For when David 
waa up in the morning, the word of the Lord 
came unto the prophet Gad, David's seer, say- 
ing. Go and say unto David, thus saith the Lord, 
I offer thee three things ; choose thee one of 
them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came 
to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall 
seven years of famine come unto thee iu thy 
laqd? or wilt thou flee three months before thine 
enemies while they pursue thee? or that there 
be three days' pestilence in thy land? Now 
advise and see what answer I shall return to him 
that sent me? And David said unto Gad, I 
am in a great strait : let us fall now into the 
hand of the Lord ; for his mercies are great : 
and let me not fall into the hand of man " ". 

' 2 Sam. xxiv. 3, 4. " Ibid. 11—14. 
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Now it might have been supposed, that God 
would have punished this sin in David's person 
alone, and not in that of his people. But the 
Lord saw fit to act otherwise, and, in so doing, 
did righteously, as we shall perceive, on further 
reflection. And, so far was this pestdence from 
touching David, in his own person alone, that it 
was not permitted to injure even the city 
David. 

"So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israi 
from the morning even to the time appointed 
and there died of the people, from Dan even 
Beersheba, seventy thousand men." 

•' And when the angel stretched out his hand 
upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord repented 
him of the evil, and said to the angel that de- 
stroyed the people. It is enough : stay now thine, 
hand. And the angel of the Lord was by tin 
threshing- place of Araunah the Jebusite. And 
David spake unto the Lord, when he saw the 
angel that smote tlie people, and said, Lo, I have 
sinned, and I have done wickedly j but these 
sheep, what have they done ? Let thine hand, I 
pray thee, be against me, and against my fa- 
ther's house." — " So the Lord was entreated for 
the land, and the plague was stayed froir 

2 Sam. xsiv. 16—17—25. 
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On the first recital of such a history as this, it 
may seem not at all to bear on the principle laid 
down in the passage before us. It may at first 
appear, that the man who sinned, by causing the 
people to be numbered, was spared ; and that 
the people who were numbered, without their 
own desire, suffered the punishment due to Da- 
vid's sin. But a closer examination of the case 
will place it in another liglitj and will show in 
this, as in every other, instance, that "the Lord 
is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works"; and it will prove itself to be an illus- 
tration of the doctrine under consideration. 

And, in looking into this matter, as recorded 
in S Sam, c. xxiv, v. 1, we perceive, that " again 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, 
and he moved David against them, to say, Go 
number Israel and Judah." Or, as it is even 
more expressly stated in another place', "Satan 
stood up against Israel, and provoked David to 
number Israel." In this instance, God chose to 
leave him to the evil inclination of his own heart, 
neither would he restrain him by his grace ; 
and, if the cause be demanded, it may be readily 
given. Israel had provoked the Lord to anger. 
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and he saw fit to make this offence of David the 
instrument of bringing punishment upon them. 
Now David was a child of God, and even in this 
after he had sinned, he acted like one ; 
for he deprecated the divine wrath from the 
people, and besought the Lord, that it might 
fall on his own head. For he said, " Is it not I 
that commanded the people to be numbered? 
Even I it is, that have sinned, and done evil in- 
deed; but as for these sheep, what have they 
done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my 
God, be on me, and on my father's house ; but 
not on thy people, that they should be plagncd"". 
But an arrear of punishment was due tothem; 
and now God chose that payment should be 
made. And, accepting David's repentance for 
his sin, he extended the privilege of his protection 
over him; and whilst he punished the past un- 
godliness of the nation, he spared David; and, 
" though a thousand fell at his side, and ten thou- 

ksand at his right hand, it came not nigh him"; 
and thus " in the midst of judgment, God re- 
jnembered mercy." And this appears to be a pe- 
culiarly-striking case, very applicable to the doc- 
trine here advanced, and illustrative of the faith- 



' 1 Ohrou. xxi. 17- 
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fulness of God as manifested towards his children, 
under circumstances of public calamity. But I 
have said, that there are other cases on record, 
illustrative of this doctrine. And that of the 
Christians, who were found in Jerusalem during 
the last siege, when the city was taken and de- 
stroyed by the Romans, is one to which I re- 
ferred. 

Our blessed Lord, before his death, had fore- 
told the visitation, by which Jerusalem should 
be destroyed. He had spoken with minuteness 
of many particulars of that judgment; and liad 
given instruction to his own people, as to the 
line of conduct which they should pursue, in that 
disastrous time. 

" When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed 
with armies, tlicn know that the desolation there- 
of is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea 
flee to the mountains ; and let them which are 
in the midst of it depart out; and let not them 
that are in the countries enter thereinto. For 
these be the days of vengeance"'. AsourLord 
had spoken, so it came to pass. Jerusalem was 
compassed with the Roman armies, and the de- 
solation thereof drew nigh. Some Christies 

' Luke, xxi. 20—22, 
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Were enclosed within the city, and it might seem, 
that they were about to share in the common 
calamity. The Jews, according to their ac- 
customed infatuation, thought it impossible that 
the city should be taken ; and, being given up 
to a hardened heart of unbelief, they contemptu- 
ously rejected every offer of mercy. The Ro- 
man commander, being persuaded of success, and 
undoubtedly influenced by Him, who has all 
hearts in his hand, offered to any of the besieged, 
who chose to take advantage of it, the oppor- 
tunity of leaving that devoted city. And in this, 
Titus was the special instrument, in the hand of 
God, of making a way of escape for his people 
out of their difficulties. We are told, that, 
whilst the Jews rejected this offer, the Christiana 
accepted it; and, having left the place, they 
followed the instruction of their Lord, and " flei 
into the mountains". Shortly after, the Roman 
army assaulted Jerusalem, took it, and destroyed 
multitudes of the inhabitants with the most 
dreadful slaughter, and many went into cap- 
tivity. Thus, there was "great distress in the 
land, and wrath upon the people. And they 
fell by the edge of the sword, and were led away 
captive into all nations"'. 

° Liikc, xxi. 23, 24. 
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Here then we see another illustration of Da- 
vid's doctrine. Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands fell by the sword, the famine, and the pes- 
tilence ; for with all these judgments God saw 
fit to visit that guilty city j and, amidst all this 
desolation, his "little flock" had no real cause 
for fear. The Lord was their Shepherd, and he 
made a way for them to escape from all these 
things, which came to pass. Thus, " only with 
their eyes did they behold, and see the reward 
of the wicked." 

But, the most tremendous exhibition of the 
truth of this principle is found, in the history of 
the old world*, when the Lord destroyed tlie 
eartli with the waters of the flood. 

We are taught that " the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth " in those days ; and that, 
according to the language of the Bible, spoken 
after the manner of men, "it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, 
I will destroy man, whom I have created, from 
the face of the earth." But God is just, and 
therefore " Noah found grace in his eyes," for 

"■ In the order of events this illustration should have pre- 
ceded the other two, but, being the most important of the three, 
it has, OB that accouut, been placed the last. 
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" Noah walked with God". He is also merciful, 
and therefore he warned the world of the ap- 
proaching judgment, by the mouth of Noah, to 
whom he revealed his will ; and, according to 
" the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, 
and long suffering," he granted a respite of a 
hundred and twenty years. Noah was moreover 
"a, preacher of righteousness"; and, moved by 
the Spirit of Christ, he informed mankind of 
the alarming visitation : preaching unto those, 
who, through their disobedience to him who 
spake to them by the Spirit of Christ, are now 
lost spirits in hell, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire\ And, had any, who lived until the 
waters overwhelmed the earth, repented at his 
word, these doubtless would have been received 
into the ark, that type of Christ's church, and 
have been saved in the days of vengeance. 
Bnt we find no record to this effect. •' Moved 
with fear" of the approaching judgment, Noah 
and his family alone obeyed the word of the 
Lord ; and, by preparing an ark for the saving of 
his house, he evidenced the sincerity of his faith , 
in the revelation of God. 

Now, well can I conceive the various tauatl 

- 1 Peter, lii 18- 20. 
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and trials, to which he was exposed, from the 
cruelty of that worid which he laboured to save. 
And, in the spirit of scorners of every age, they 
would ridicule his doctrine, and put it to open 
shame. What ! would they say ' God destroy 
the world by a flood ! Here is indeed a new 
thing ! He never acted thus before, wherefore 
should he now ?' And if that holy man replied, 
' Because of our sins,' they would add, ' We are 
not worse than our fathers, and they were not 
destroyed by a flood. What will this babbler 
say?* Then would they turn to his buikbng, 
and make a mock of that. And well can I 
imagine how lightly they regarded it, and es- 
teemed it only as a sign of madness in the pa- 
triarch. And thus the long-suffering mercy of 
God was perverted j and that respite, which was 
intended to lead them to repentance, became 
the instrument of hardening them in their sins. 
Hence we read that the soul and its eternal con- 
cerns were slighted, and their whole attention 
devoted to the ordinary concerns of life. For 
" they did eat, they drank, they married wives, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came 
and destroyed them all." 

When the appointed time was accomplished. 
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" in the six liundredtii year of Noah's life, in 
the second montii, in the seventeenth day of 
the month, the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the 'flood- 
gates* (raarg.) of heaven were opened." 

In all this, Noah found a confirmation of his 
faith. Indeed he had previously witnessed a 
miraculous evidence of its worth, in the orderly 
approach of the various animals which covered 
the earth, who came with that instinctive rea^ 
diness, and peaceful temper, which was never 
seen, except in Eden ; and took possession of 
the place, which God had appointed them ; 
"and the Lord shut him in." And now, we 
may suppose, there might have been some mis- 
givings in the hearts of the ungodly world ; for 
still the rains fell, and the waters continued to 
rise. And though, at the first, they might have 
expected them to cease ; yet, ere long, such ex- 
pectations must have failed. 

The mind can scarce picture to itself a more 
deplorable scene, on this side the grave, than 
that which was then exhibited. Conceive a 
multitude of the ungodly, who had betakon 
themselves to some lofty hill, carrying with them 
those effects, which the suddenness of the vi- 
sitation would allow } and consider what must 
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have been the feelings of their hearts, as they 
witnessed the wide waste of waters increasing on 
every side, fiUing the valleys beneath their feet, 
and bearing up the ark, that late object of their 
ungodly jesting, and lifting it up above the 
earth. But, in any state of earthly wretched- 
ness, in which a sinner may be placed, if in the 
day of salvatipu he have sought the Lord, by 
Jesus Christ, and be earnest in seeking him, 
heaven is before him. Here he may fix his 
hope, "a hope which maketh not ashamed." 

But in this case how different ! 

The preaching of repentance had failed of 
its effect. "When the Lord called, they re- 
fused, when he stretched out his hand, no man 
regarded ; they set at nought all his counsel, 
and would none of his reproof; therefore he 
laughed at their calamity, and mocked when 
their fear came ; when their fear came as de- 
solation, and their destruction as a whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish came upon them.*" 

Thus both worlds presented an aspect of 
fearful misery. For, as they witnessed this 
accurate fulfilment of the preacher's word, in 
the present vengeance, so would they anticipate 
the same, in a future state. 
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And, in tiiis awful record of divine judgment, 
we see an accurate exemplification of the 
Psalmist's words, " a thousand sliall fall at thy 
side, and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but 
it shall not come nigh thee," 

Long had Noah endured the provocation of 
the ungodly, amongst whom he dwelt : long 
had his warning voice been neglected j but 
now, when God saw fit to fulfil his threatenjngs, 
his faithful servant was saved from the de- 
struction that wasted on every side ; and "only 
with his eyes did he behold, and see the reward 
of the wicked." 

Brethren, the like wickedness, and prevailing 
ungodliness, is going forward at this day : the 
perishing concerns of this passing world absorb 
the affections of men, and deprive the Lord of 
his due. But God is still the same : !' the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever:" the same hater 
of sin as before : the same accompUsher of his 
word. And, though he has promised never 
more to destroy the earth, by the waters of a 
flood J and, for the confirmation of our faith, has 
set his bow in the cloud ; yet he stiU interposes, 
to restrain and punish ungodly raen, even in this 
present life. And, should it be objected, 'that 
these deliverances of his people, which have 
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been considered, are peculiar, and confined to 
former times; and that therefore we cannot ar- 
gue from them, as being applicable to the pre- 
sent day :' we reply, ' that the principles enforced 
in this Psalm are applicable to all times, that 
they are " written for our learning," that ** the 
Lord" still " knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be punished."* 
And we further add, ' that, if, at this day, we 
place the like con^dence in Him, when found 
in adverse circumstances, we have just ground 
for believing, that the like protection will be 
extended to us, if only we are the people of 
God.* Neither do we allow that there is any 
force in these objections, unless it can be shewn, 
by tiiose who bring them, that the omnipresent 
God has ceased to exert that all-pervading su- 
perinteodence of this world, and its concerns, 
which he exercised in antient days ; and unless 
we are to believe, that, now, a sparrow does fall 
" without our Father"; and that the hairsof 
the heads of Iiis children are no longer num- 
bered *. 

Let us therefore take this lesson to ourselves. 
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If we are walking in the ways of sin, let us re- 
inember that the eye of God is upon us. And 
though he spare us for a long season, even until 
we are hardened in iniquity; and though we 
may apparently thrive and prosper j let us not 
be deceived. For the time of visitation will 
come, and he may then bring us down, that we 
rise no more. And woe be to that man, who 
thus falls into the hands of the Lord ! 

But do you ask, 'Does God always punish the 
wicked in this life, and does He never leave an 
account unsettled on this side the grave ?' Yes, 
brethren, the Lord leaves many an account, for 
the settling of the last great day j but better, 
far better, were it for him, for whom this fear- 
ful reckoning is reserved, that God should take 
him out from his associates, when arrived at 
the highest career of wickedness j and fix a 
mark, like that of Caio, upon him ; and hold him 
up as a subject of infamy ; and make lus very 
name a curse, and his existence a burthen j and, ■ 
by means of such a visitation, lead him to re-' 
pentance, and the knowledge of his Son Jesus 
Christ ; and thus save his spirit in the day of the 
Lord — this, I say, were far better, than to leave 
him in a course of unrestrained and prosperous 
wickedness, until death should take him from. 
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the body ; and his soul should enter into the re- 
gions of despair, filled with the bitter reflections 
of a mis-spent life, and with " a certain fearful 
looking-for of jiidgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adyei:saries" of the Lord. 
Say now, I beseech you, brethren, what course 
of prosperous wickedness can make amends for 
the wages of sin, which shall be awarded in that 
awful day ? " For what shall it profit a man, if 
he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ; 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ?''* 

V *' I speak as to wise men, judge yQ what I 
say.** And, if ye judge what I say to be con- 
sistent with the truth, have pity on yourselves, 
and persevere not in the ways of ungodliness, to 
your own destruction ;' but turn to the graqQ pf 
(jo4, in. Christ Jesus, which provides pa^^dpn a^nd 
i^alvation for the. chief of sinqers, who truly 
turn: to hiip. And they, who seek him; \yith. 
their whole hearts, shall find him a merciful Sa- 
yiour, ready to forgive, ^ abundant in goodness, 
and that, his n^o^t preqioqs Wood c^-p cleanse; 
;&pm;€i very sin. » ^ ! 
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Psalm xci. 9, 10. 
" bboaitbs thou habt madb tm£ lord, which 

ksfces, bvbn thb host high, tht habitati 
" thbre shall no bvlii bbfall te£s, neithbb sh, 

any flaoub cohb nigh thy dwbllinq.'' 
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It may be truly said of the word of God, that 
it is a well-spring of comfort to his children. 
It abounds with blessings, and these are theirs, 
both by promise, and by purchase. With re- 
gard to the first, it is not the frail promise of 
man on which they rest, too often made only to 
be broken ; but the promise of a God who can- 
not lie ; and whose gracious condescension to 
our weakness induced him to confirm, by an 



Loath, that word which never fails. ^^H 

With regard to the purchase. He, who bough^^^H 
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tbem, is God's Eternal Son : the price, his own 
most precious blood ! And, this being paid, he 
offers them to all that will accept them, "with- 
out money and without price.'* 

And these blessings dwell richly in the book 
of Psalms ; and, in this one psalm, we find a 
fountain of such grace. To this the humbled 
Christian may turn, in the hour of affliction j and, 
if he have faith to draw from these living wa- 
ters, should he still " go mourning" ? Oh, no. He 
may wonder at the unspeakable mercy of his 
God, in thus providing for his wants ; but, if 
he believe his truth, he cannot doubt of his 
own blessedness. And, with that holy man of 
old, he may say, " therein I do rejoice, yea and 
will rejoice." Under the influence of such 
feelings we proceed to the consideration of the 
fact revealed in the text : the blessedness of 
making God the habitation of the soul. 

" Because thou hast made the Lord, which is 
my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation j 
there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling." 

In considering this subject, I propose. 

First, to ascertain the extent of the promise 
here given. 

And secondly, to shew in wkai manner ap- 
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parent exceptions to i/iis promise actually consist 
liith it. 

I.The promise contained in our text is, as 
we perceive, very extensive. It speaks of "no 
evil, neither of any plague." And we are 
taught in another place, that " all the promises 
of God in Christ are yea, and in Him Amen, 
unto the glory of God.'" In some foregoing 
flections on this Psalm, we have observed, thai 
when the Lord visits a land, for its sins, with any 
of his judgments, the lot of the righteous is 
distinguished from the lot of the wicked. But 
this passage appears to go even further, and to 
promise a universal escape from evil, to them 
that make God the habitation of their souls. 
And as it is consistent with the Lord's dealings, 
that we should make the blessings, which he pn 
mises, subjects of prayer, so we are taughtj 
Christ himself, to make this promised blessing a 
subject of daily prayer : even that God will 
"deliver us from evih" 

And the term here used we understand in 
its most comprehensive sense. And, when we 
offer up that petition, in the prayer which our 
Lord has taught us, we seek, from God the Fa- 
ther, a universal deliverance from evil, whether 
'2 Cor. i. 20. > . 
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it be present or future, ghostly or bodily, tem^ 
poral or eternal : whether it be sin, or the wages 
of sin : whether it be the evil of our own hearts, 
or evil of any other name or sort. And when, 
united with such a petition, we take such a 
promise as this, a promise given by the Spirit of 
God, for our encouragement and support, we be- 
lieve, that, if we do find grace faithfully to make 
such a prayer, and in so doing to make the 
Almighty God the very dwelling-place of our 
souls, we shall find this promise sure ; and that 
■" no evil shall befall us, neither shall any plague 
come nigh our dwelling." 

And, having said this, we have explained, 
what we consider to be the extent of this 
promise ; neither do we perceive, when viewed 
in connexion with the Lord's Prayer, how it 
pan be explained with less latitude than we have 
here given to it. 

A question then arises, ' Does the expe- 
rience of God's people warrant this interpreta- 
tion ?' To which we reply, ' tliat, judging, as 
naturalmen, from the history of his church, re- 
corded in scripture, the reverse is apparently 
more true. That many of his people, like their 
Lord and Master, have suifered greatly while on 
e.arth ; that evils of alnaost .every name appear 
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to have befallen them ; that in this life they 
have sown in tears, anticipating a harvest of joy 
in another world ; and it is through much tri- 
bulation, that they have entered the kingdom. 
Hence it might seem that this promise and their 
experience are at variance;* and this brings us 
to the second subject to be considered — In whai 
manner apparent eJ^cepUons to this promise are 
actually coTisisteni with it. 

II. Before we attempt to explain this, we 
must recall to mind the terras of the promise. 
We must remember, that it is only •where the 
Lord is made the refuge of the soul, that a man 
is to expect the deliverance here named. There- 
fore in every case, in which faith fails, if evil 
should follow, God is just j although I mean 
not at all to say, that he is so " extreme to mark 
what is done amiss", as to forsake his people in 
a season of weakness. Every such case, how- 
ever, of failure of faith makes the promise void ; 
and all such must be omitted in our calcu- 
lations. 

The state of the question therefore is this : 
we find a promise, that tlie children of God, 
when they trust in him, shall, for that cause, 
be delivered from evil : from every evil, and 
from every plague. But the recorded expe- 
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rience of such men tends to prove, that they 
have suffered under various evils : how then is 
this to be reconciled ? 

In order to ascertain the real character of 
any event, which may happen to a man, as it 
concerns that man, we must become acquainted 
with all the consequences which, in his case, shall 
follow from it. And it is the want of this 
knowledge, which causes our judgment to be 
80 commonly erroneous as it is ; for we too often 
judge only from the first appearance. Now the 
excellence of any judgment, which we may form, 
varies according to its coincidence with the 
mind of God on the same subject. And, just 
in the proportion in which our opinions accord 
with his, they are right ; and just as they are 
at variance with his, they are wrong. And on 
every event the judgment of God (I speak as 
a man) is formed, not from the mere present as- 
pect which it presents ; but from an unerring 
knowledge of all possible consequences which 
shall follow it ; whether in the usual course of 
permitted proceedings, or by the over-ruling in- 
terposition of God. Hence the character of 
events becomes materially altered; and that, 
which, under some circumstances, we should 
e^ an evil, would, when taken in connexicm 
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with its effects, change its character, and be 
called, by the very same persons, a positive 
good, because it has been productive of good. 

It may be said, perhaps, that no effects which 
ttiay follow can alter the nature of an event, con- 
sidered in itself; that, if it be evil in itself, it 
' must be so always, notwithstanding any good 
which may result from it. If this were true, it 
affects not our argument at all ; for we are not 
considering the character of events in themselves, 
but as taken in connexion with their effects on 
the people of God. Suffer me to illustrate my 
meaning. 

We will suppose the case of a fellow-creature, 
to whom it shall have pleased the Lord to grant 
a large portion of this world's goods ; " clothed ",- 
like the rich man, " in purple and fine linen, 
and faring sumptuously every day." But he 
Uves altogether for this world, in utter ignorance 
of God, as reconciling sinners to himself by Je- 
sus Christ, and in neglect of the concerns of 
his soul. In the midst of this earthly prosperity, 
the aspect of his affaus is changed, and by some 
unexpected event he sinks, like Job, from his 
height of worldly enjoyment, into a state of 
comparative poverty and distress. I ask, ' Wliat 
judgment should we form, and what opinion. 
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should we express, concerning tHe BVent, which 
had brought such ruin in its train ?* 

We sliould say, * that it was an evil ; and an 
evil, moreover, of great magnitude.' Now let ug 
further suppose, that one consequence of the 
ruin of the man's earthly expectations should 
he, to lead him to an acquaintance with things 
spiritual ; that the hour of earthly suffering 
should be blessed, as it often has been, to. the 
everlasting profit of the sufferer; that in this 
season he is brought to know Him whom to 
know "is life eternal." And having been taught, 
in this school of affliction, to "set his affection 
on things above, and not on things on the earth", 
he obtains peace with God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and "inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in him." In, what 
terms should we now speak of the event, which 
had been the instrument of producing such a 
change within him ? Should we now call it so 
great an evil, as before we did ? Assuredly we 
should not. Though, considered in itself, it 
might still deserve the name, yet, taken in con^ 
nexion with the effect, which it has wrought Jtt 
him, we should decide very differently concern- 
ing it. We should call it an instrument of 
blessing to -the man, inasmuch^ as it has.beea 
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conducive to the everlastitig blessedness of his 
body and soul, in the ■world which is to come. 
How diiferent then the judgment, which we 
pronounce on the same event, at different times ! 
And could we but have seen, from the first, as 
God saw, viz. what would have been the effect 
of this visitation, we should never have con- 
cluded otherwise respecting it. 

From this then we perceive two things. First, 
that, in order to judge correctly of any event 
which may befall us, we must know the results 
which will spring from it. Secondly, that, from 
the want of this knowledge, we often call evil 
good, and good evil. 

Let us now apply these conclusions to the ap- 
parent discrepancy before us. And when any 
event, which we hastily call evil, befalls a child 
of God, let me ask, May it not, in God's esteem, 
who sees all its results, be of quite another cha- 
racter ? Not only may it be so ; but I go fur- 
ther, and assert that it is so ; and add, on the 
authority of our text, that it is always so. Such 
an assertion may possibly stagger some ; but, if 
the word of God be true, and if of this not one 
jot or tittle shall fail, till all be fulfilled, let U8 
only be convinced that a doctrine is asserted in 
that word ^ and, though our faith be weak, in 
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applying it to our own comfort, as we ought, 
yet we may firmly believe in its truth. 

And when we consider such a promise as this 
before us, and when we read of God's saints, 
who put their trust in him, suffering under evils 
and plagues of various kind, we conclude, that 
we do not rightly estimate these things ; and 
that, because we know not what shall result from 
them, neither can we calculate how Gfod will 
over-rule them. Hence we give them titles, 
whichthe world gives them, and which, if thdr 
effects were known, we should not bestow on 
them. 

The experience of David was a case in point, 
when he said, "it is good for me that I have been 
afflicted," and, "before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now have I kept thy word." 

That these apparent exceptions shall always 
prove so, in the case of the righteous, we have 
no doubt ; for St. Paul says expressly, " we 
know that all things work together for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose." 

But, brethren, there are other circumstances 
worthyof notice, which will tend more fully to re- 
concile the apparent inconsistency between this 
proraiseof God, and the experience of his people* 
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Tlms, one and the same event, befalling different 
persons, may be productive of very opposite effects. 
It 13 so, for instance, with sorrow. There is a sor- 
row, spoken of in tlie scriptures, " which worketh 
repentance unto salvation, not to be repented 
of." Again there is " a sorrow, which worketh 
death." I may possibly be told that the things 
are different, because it is said that the one is 
**a godly sorrow," the other "a sorrow of the 
world." But whence, I ask, the distinction ? 
Merely from the difference in the subjects in 
whom it is found. 

Let us shortly discuss this case. Outward op 
inward affliction befalls a man of carnal mind, 
who is living altogether for this world. And 
the affliction so deeply affects him, that he sinks 
beneath the trial ; and, as it not unfrequently 
happens, his bodily health is injured. The 
world has no restorative for hira : it has nt> 
peace to give in such a case : he looks not to 
spiritual things for support: overpowered by 
the visitation, his strength is sacrificed, and 
death ensues. Thus " the sorrow of the world 
worketh death." 

A similar visitation befalls another man, and 
that other a child of God ; and it begets sor- 
row, in his heart. But he views the affliction in. 
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its proper light. And, whilst he feels the rod, 
and humbles himself beneath it, he acknowledges 
the hand, which holds it, to be his Father's which 
is in heaven. The trial is sanctified : it works 
for his spiritual good. It begets a closer com- 
munion between the sinner and his Saviour, 
who " knows his soul in adversities.'" It weans 
his affections from eai-th, and fixes them more 
decidedly upon heaven : it causes * carnal af- 
fections to die in him, and all things belonging 
to the Spirit to live and grow iu him :' it leads- 
to a closer walk witii God, and to a more 
earnest pursuit of the things which accompany 
salvation. Hence the sufferer takes up the 
word of David, and says, " it is good for me 
that I have been afflicted." 

We see, then, that what may be justly called 
an evil, to one man, is no evil, but rather a 
blessing, to another j or, whilst, in the one case, 
it is an instrument of death both temporal and 
eternal, in the other, it is an instrument of eter- 
nal good. And hence we may readily under- 
stand, how every apparent exception to these 
words of our text, is in fact no exception, as far 
as it concerns God's children. For those events 

> Pjiolm xxxi. 7. '. 
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cannot properly be called evils, which the Lord 
does not account as such j and he never can 
account those to be such, which are the de- 
signed instruments of "working for them, 
a far-more-exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." 

Another observation we must be permitted 
to make, which may throw some further light 
on this doctrine : the observation is this. At- 
tendant circumstances may almost, ij not altogether^ 
change the character of an event, ■w/iich we call 
evil. 

It is on this principle that the martyrdom of 
tlie Saints, and their other sufferings, have some- 
times proved not merely tolerable, but joyous. 

The case of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, is strikingly illustrative of this remark. In 
a season of peculiar trial, these three men found 
grace to make a good confession of their faith 
in the living God, before the idolatrous king, 
Nebuchadnezzar. Having refused to serve his 
gods, and to worship the golden image which 
he had set up, " these men were bound in their 
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace." 
Such an event, considered in itself, would be an 
extreme evil ; but the attendant circumstances 
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altogether changed its character. For, after 
these three men had fallen down bound into 
the midst of the furnace, it appeared that " on 
their bodies the fire had no power, neither was 
an hair of their heads singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor had the smel! of fire 
passed on them." And whence did this happen ? 
From this — that four men walked in the midst 
of the fire, and " the form of the fourth was 
like the Son of God." 

Now this we acknowledge to be an extreme 
case, and a miraculous interference on behalf of 
these faithful servants of Godj but not the less 
applicable, on that account, nor the less illus- 
trative of the observation which we have made. 
And the principle still holds good, in similar 
ca^s of suffering for the cause of God, but in 
which a miraculous interference is not discerned. 
Divine consolations communicated to the soul 
of the sufferer, by that Spirit who is the very 
comforter, can soften or change the very nature 
of affliction. The presence of Christ is with 
his afflicted people, according to that saying, " I 
will be with him in trouble." Hence Paul and 
Silas could sing praises in a dungeon, with their 
feet made fast in the stocks*. Hence others 

' Acts, xvi. 25. 
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in the midst of th©i 



have glorified God, i 
fire." 

The conclusion therefore, at which we arrive 
on the subject before us, is this. That the doc- 
trine of our text is to be received as true, in its 
first and plainest signification, viz., that God's 
beKeving people, so long as they walk close with 
him, are delivered from many of the evils com- 
mon to man ; and that, when we meet with ap- 
parent exceptions to this rule, the doctrine is 
still true j for the word of the Lord is pledged 
to make even those events, which perplex, and 
destroy, other men, work together for Iheir gooi 
and promote their first and most important 
terests, according to that saying of the Apoi 
tie, " all things are yours ; whether — the world, 
or life, or'death, or things present, or things to 
come J all are yours j and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God's.'" 

And by all which has been said, one Christiaa 
duty is clearly inculcated — that of making God 
the refuge of our souls. And I conceive, that 
the practice of this duty is required, in every 
possible situation, in which his people may be 
found ; as well in the every-day proceedings of 
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a quiet life of grace, as in the troubled waters 
of affliction, upon which, in the wintry season of 
life, they may be cast. In the former case, as a 
preventive against evil : in the latter, to obtain 
the overruling of evil for good. 

Would that we, brethren, had learned this 
holy art, of making God the dwelling-place of 
our souls ! Truly it is their most sure ha- 
bitation. If yon ask me, * how this is to be 
done?' I reply, ' by keeping his commandments ; 
and above all by exercising faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. For "this is his commandment, 
that we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave 
us commandment. And he that keepeth his 
commandmentsdwellethinhim, andhein him."'" 
But do you further ask — * how a man may 
know that he thus dwelleth in God ?' I reply, 
' by the inward witness of the Spirit, for "here- 
by know we that we dwell in him and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit.""* 

Call not this doctrine mystical, my hearers : 
the in-dwelling of the Spirit of Christ is known 
by the fruits of holy living ; and, if these fruits 
are not found, the man " hath not the Spirit of 



• 1 John, iii. 23, 24. 



k 





I 



I 




1 16 SERMONS ON THE [SERM. VIl. , 

Christ, and is none of his.'" Be not deceived, 
as the men of the world deceive themselves, in 
living their lives in the flesh, in a state of 
aHenation from God, and hoping, or professing 
to hope, that they are to live at peace with him 
in heaven. "Be notyelikeuntothem." This 
life is the time appointed for making peace 
between the sinner and his God ; and, if it 
not here made on earth, there is no peace, an; 
more than repentance, in the grave. 

And do you enquire ' of whom these lessoi 
must be learned ?' ' Of God j for none can ef- 
fectually teach these things but the Spirit. It 
is a part of his present office, to take of the 
things of Christ, and shew them unto us, and 
he will teach those, who are not too proud to 
learn.' 

Let us .therefore become learners in the schoc4' 
of Christ, seeking him " as little children "; for 
he is "a guide of the blind, a light of them 
which are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, 
a teacher of babes." And the wisdom, which 
is thus learned, makes wise unto salvation. 
None other is to be compared with this. 

Other wisdom may make a man respectabli 

• Rom. viii. 9. 
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on earth : it may do much for him here ; but 
hereafter, nothing, absolutely nothing. But 
the wisdom which Christ teaches, is fitted for 
all times and places, for here and hereafter, for 
time and eternity. 
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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS AN APPOINTED IN- 
STRUMENT OF A believer's DELIVERANCE 
FROM EVIL, A REASONABLE AND NECESSARY 
DOCTRINE. 



Psalm xci. 11. 

*' for he shall give his angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways." 

The text, which has now been read, is closely 
connected with the two foregoing verses of the 
psalm ; for as those contain a promise of deliver- 
ance, which the Lord has given to his people, 
so this declares one method, by which the pro- 
mise is fulfilled. I say " one method", because 
we are not to think that the power of God is 
restricted in its exercise to this or that manner 
of proceeding j for he has manifold resources, 
by which to work his sovereign will. Ex- 
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perience warrants the remark, that there is a 
prevailing unwillingness to acknowledge the 
ministry of angels in the aftkirs of men, to the 
extent which revelation justifies. In fact the 
unrenewed heart is of so selfish a character, as 
slowly to admit the interference of any, beside 
his own species, in the affairs of this world. 
And when we reflect that, by the aboundings of 
iniquity, God is actually denied the right of do- 
minion over his own works ; and that, by the al- 
most universal transgression of Christ's com- 
mands, men practically say " we wdl not have 
this man to reign over us", there is little cause 
for wonder, that those blessed spirits, the "mi- 
nisters of God, that do his pleasure", should be 
altogether excluded from the speculations of 
carnal minds ; and, because their agency is invi- 
sible, that the doctrine, which asserts it, should 
be lightly esteemed. In the words of our text, 
however, it is clearly revealed ; and we conceive 
this fact to be therein contained, that God has 
appointed the rrunistry of angels, as a chief method 
of effecting Jbr his saints the deliverance Jrom evil, 
of which David here speaks. 

In discussing this subject we propose to 
shew, 

First, that this is a reasonable doctrine ; 
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Secondly, that it is a necessary doctrine ; and 
Thirdly, the Jbundation, on ■which our belief 
in it is placed. 

I. There is a saying in the word of God, that 
" all things serve him " ' : and to this saying, in 
its fullest meaning, I call your attention. Now, 
whilst such an assertion may possibly surprise 
some, it gives others an exalted idea of the 
power of the divine majesty; that "all things", 
animate or inanimate, obedient or disobedieit, 
serve God. And it has just such an effect, in 
exalting their ideas of the divine character, as 
that other doctrine produces, which is akin to 
it, that all things shall ultimately tend to set 
forth the glory of God. Indeed it is an awful 
fact, when duly considered, that the glory of 
the Godhead shall be revealed, even in the eter- 
nal torments of the damned j but it is so. And, 
whilst "he will be glorified in his saints", by 



• " They continue this day according to thine ordinances ; 
fur all are l/iJ/ servants." Ps. cxix. 91. 

" They continue this day according to tMne ordinance; 
for all tilings serve thee." Ps. cxis. Version in the Book of 
Common Prayer, taken from the Great Bible, translated by 
W. Tyndal and M. Coverdale, and rpvised by Archbishop ■ 
Cranmer ; neither of the two last translations being extant, 
in 1548, when the Book of Common Prayer was compiled. 
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" making known the riches of his glory, on the 
vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared 
unto glory,"* the same effect will follow the 
awful destruction of the wicked J for, in that, he 
will magnify his uncompromising justice, holi- 
ness and truth : which latter attribute we are 
taught that he will magniiy " above all bis 
name". And if the penalties of that dread pit 
be most tremendous, just in that proportion he 
will exalt every one of those attributes, which 
we have named ; for, the greater the cost at 
which they are supported, the greater the im- 
portance of them. But it may be enquired, 
' How can it be, that all things serve God ? 
We see the world, almost with one consent, ne- 
glecting Him, doing what he forbids, leaving 
undone what he commands ; in a word, living 
as if there were no God, and judge of all, the 
earth. We see but few, who square their lives 
according to the rule of his commandments. 
How then can it be truly said, that all things 
serve him? ' , 

That it is true, there can be no doubt, for 
God has said it, and a little reflection will con- 
vince us, that it is so. Most true it is, that all 



iJ 



122 SERMONS ON THE [SEHM. VIII. 

things do not "wtlUngli/ or directly serve him, for 
whilst a portion only of his works do this, the re- 
mainder serve him either unconsciously, or by 
constraint, and against their will. 

Of those, who serve God directly, the brute 
creation may be named, which instinctively an- 
swer the ends for which they were created. But 
those, who most entirely do this, are the blessed 
angels in lieaven. And they willingly, and 
from a principle of love and affection, serve God. 

But there yet remains another portion of his 
creatures to be considered, I mean mankind ; 
and these all serve him by constraint. The 
righteous, by means of his grace influencing 
their hearts : the wicked, by his overruling power. 
With regard to the former of these, we know, 
that to serve Him faithfully is one great object 
of their effectual calling. But we also know, 
that none can do this, " except through his 
grace preventing them, that they may have a 
good will, and working with them, when they 
have it." The latter, whilst following their 
own ways of wickedness and sin, and doing their 
utmost to dishonour him, are yet furthering his 
designs j and are so absolutely overruled by 
his power, as, I doubt not, that all their 
works sball tend to bring about the prede- 
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terminate counsel of God, and "to do what- 
soever his hand and his counsel has deter- 
mined before to be done."* In support of this 
we remark, that the wicked are spoken of in the 
Psalms, as being God's sword. " Deliver my 
soul from the wicked, which is thy sword : from 
men which are thy hand, O Lord, from men of 
the world.'"" 

Hence there was much more truth in that 
proud boast of the blasphemous Sennacherib, 
than he himself perhaps suspected, when he 
said to the Jews, " Am I come up without the 
Lord against this place ? " He was a sword in the ■ 
hand of God, to punish the wickedness of his 
people. But to shew, that this is commonly 
the case, the Spirit of Christ yet further adds, 
" Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain." " That 
is, though the wickedness of the wicked be great, 
and, if permitted, would carry them even further 
than it has done, yet this shall tend to the 
praise of God, and, beyond what he allows, 
it shall not proceed. For, as he said to the sea, 
" Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further j and 
here shall thy proud waves be stayed,"'' he 

■ Acts, iv. 28. "■ Ps. xyii. 13, 14. 

■ Ps. lixvi. JO- ^ Job, xxxviii. 11. 
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I says practically to them. And though they may 
I rage and swell, and thereby incur ail the guilt 
of their intended sin, yet " The Lord on high 
is mightier"; and, as he did to Sennacherib, so 
he does to them, he puts a hook in tiieir nose, 
and a bridle in their lips, and turns them whi- 
thersoever he will. And of this doctrine various 
illustrations are found in Scripture. 
, The first case^ which I shall mention, is found* 
in the record of the earliest persecution of the 
Church of Christ. 

" At that time there was a great persecution 
against the Church, which was at Jerusalem ; 
and they were all scattered abroad thoughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
Apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to 
his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
As for Saul, he made havoc of the Church, en- 
tering into every house, and haling men and 
women, committed them to prison." 

Now the first reflections, which would natu- 
rally arise from this account, would be these j 
that the persecutors of the church triumphed ; 
that the cause of God was trampled under foot ; 
that his people were exposed only to evil con- 



• Acts, viii. 1—3. 
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tinually ; for, whilst some suffered tlie loss of 
goods, others were driven from their homes, 
their families, and friends ; and the hearts of be- 
Hevers, who lived in those times, might have 
well nigh failed, because of these things. For 
they might have feared that the promise was 
about to fall short of its accomplishment, and 
that the gates of hell would prevail against 
them. 

And it was the intention of the persecutors 
that it should be so. Now in such a state of 
things we might enquire, ' How could these 
men be said to serve God?' Let us look to the 
conclusion of the matter, and we shall 6nd a 
reply to our enquiry. " Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad went every where preach- 
ing the word." ' "And the hand of the Lord 
was with them : and a great number believed, 
and turned unto the Lord." " Here then we 
see an exemplification of our doctrine. The 
persecuting Jews intended the destruction of 
the infant church ; Satan intended the same, and 
roused the Jews to make exertions for that end. 
God saw all this, and determined quite another 
thing, even the increase of his church ; and at 
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a time, when the devices of the wicked seemed 
to succeed, he came in with his power, and ac- 
tually overruled these unhallowed efforts, to ac- 
comphsh the thing which he chose. And thus 
the wicked "served" the Lord, and his cause 
in the world ; thus the wrath of man praised hh 
and the remainder of wrath did he restrain; 
A similar case is found in the history of Saul of 
Tarsus, in that eventful period of his life, before 
and at his conversion. From which we may 
learn the same truth, that the actions of ungodly 
men are overruled by the unseen power of God^ 
to promote his designs, whilst they are engagi 
as they suppose, in doing their own work j am 
thus they serve Him. But the most striking il. 
lustration of this doctrine is afforded by the su£; 
ferings and death of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If we contemplate this act, with the feelings 
of those enemies of God, who cried out " cru- 
cify him, crucify him": we must conclude, 
that, if Christ were God, and his kingdom a 
kingdom of righteousness, and his cause the 
cause of truth, — in killing him, the cause of truth 
would be destroyed, the kingdom of righteoi 
ness would be overturned, and the designs 
God subverted. But were these things so ? 
Assuredly they were not. True it is, that the 
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devices of Satan, and of the ungodly Jews, the 
children of Satan, took effect ; as true, that with 
wicked hands the Lamb of God was " crucified 
and slain", in the face of day ; but were the con- 
sequences which followed from this sin, such as 
the enemies of God had anticipated ? Let the 
declaration of the church at Jerusalem, influ- 
enced by the Spirit, decide. 

*' Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things ? 

" The kings of the earth stood up, and the 
rulers were gathered together, against the Lord, 
and against his Christ. 

" For, of a truth. Lord, against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 
Fortius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel, were gathered together, 

" For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done." ' 

And what mighty effects followed hereupon, to 
the glory of God, and the good of man ! The sal- 
vation of sinners, the overtlirow of Satan's do- 
minion in this world j and all the blessed con- 
sequences, both here and hereafter, which from 
eternity had been decreed in the counsels of 
Omniscience ! 

■ Acts, iv. 25—28- 
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And here I may remai'k, by the way, that this 
doctrine by no means diminishes the guilt of 
those, who, even by their wickedness, are the 
instruments of working the will of God. Th< 
sin was theu's ; and the glory of overruling thi 
sin for good. His '. And if from all this it hi 
been seen, that the Lord employs the servic< 
of that part of his creation, which are in open 
rebellion against him, to promote bis designs, 
for the benefit of his church and people ; it is 
reasonable to conclude, that he will most of all 
employ the labours of those, who delight to do 
his will, and whose chief pleasure is found in 
this very thing; and hence, that the doctrine is 
reasonable, which teaches us to beheve in the mi- 
nistry of angels, in the concerns of his children. 

II, Having endeavoured to shew that this is 
a reasonable doctrine, we proceed to consider 
our second assertion, that it is necessary. And 
the necessity of the doctrine we ascribe to this 
cause ; that, under the present circumstances of 
the church of God on earth, it could not exist 
without the ministry of angels, or some substitute 
for their ministration. 

It is a prevailing fault, that we live too mu< 

* See Rom. ii. 5 — 8. 
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by sight, and too little by faith. And this habit 
leads us into error, and causes us to display 
much ignorance and incredulity in things spi- 
ritual. Hence many sayings, which are revealed 
in the word of God, appear liard ; and because 
we see not ostensibly those things, which are at 
present revealed, as objects of faith alone, we are 
such miserable proficients in the school of Christ, 
and possess so small a measure of spiritual light, 
that we perceive not the necessity of tliese things, 
nor their beauteous harmony with the other doc- 
trines of revelation. 

And the ministry of angels is a subject, on 
which these remarks bear with much force. 
And whilst some are too proud, others profess 
to be too humble, to believe it ! We are sceptical 
on the subject, and we hesitate to receive the 
truth of God unreservedly, as we ought ; and 
thus we make the very light, which is within us, 
darkness. How great therefore must be that 
darkness! But let a man's understanding be 
enlightened by the Spirit of truth, let him walk 
becomingly in that light, let him profit by the 
measures of spiritual wisdom which are vouch- 
safed, and thus be qualified as a recipient for 
greater measures ; he sees no difficulty in the 
way of this doctrine. Nay more, he discovers 
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its necessity. He perceives tli at, which we have 
before advanced ; that, did not God make bare 
his arm, in defence of his church and people, 
either by the ministration of angels, or by some 
substitute for their agency, his church on earth 
must cease to exist. And for this reason, that, 
according to the present economy, spiritual force 
is thus opposed to spiritual force, spiritual 
friends to spiritual foes. The very first enemy, 
which man encountered after the creation, 
was spiritual : a fallen angel: one "who kept 
not his first estate ; hut left hia habitation". 
And with what success he engaged with him, 
we all too welt know. To the same opposition 
the church of God in every age has been sub- 
ject ; and the attacks, by which she is exercised, 
are of necessity directed against the individuals, 
■who compose that church. That the Lord's 
people are universally exposed to these assaults, 
St. Peter declares, when he says, " be sober, be 
vigilant ; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour.'" That we are utterly unable to 
resist these assaults, effectually, by our own un- 
assisted strength, the experience of Peter sufS.- 
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ciently proves. And of the vaSt multitude of 
spirits, who are engaged in Satan's work, we 
may form some idea from the case of theGada- 
rene demoniac*. Now, in this case, " a legion'* 
of devils had taken bodily possession of one 
wretched man : all of whom were dispossessed at 
the bidding of Jesus j and, whether that term 
" legion" be understood in a general or in a 
particular sense, one thing is clear, that Ttmny 
devils had entered into him. Seeing then that 
the host of evil angels is great ; that their en- 
mity against the church of Christ is great also ; 
that the children of God have nothing in them- 
selves to oppose against their assaults ; how, I 
ask, could that church exist, if it had not pleased 
God, in his wisdom, to provide a power able to 
resist, and so effectually as to overcome, them ? 
Our blessed Lord has declared, that "the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against*' his church ; 
intimating that they will make the attempt. He 
has also said, that " the strong man" requires 
"a stronger" to overcome him**. And he has 
provided a power eiFectual to this end : a power, 
able to cope with the hosts of evil angels, namely, 
those angels of light, who do his pleasure : those 

* See Matt. viii. 28. Mark, v. 1. Luke, viii. 26. 
"" Luke, xi. 22. 

K 2 
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"flaming fires", who "encamp round about 
them that fear him, and deliver them": those 
" ministering spirits, who are all sent forth to 
minister tor them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion." Neither let it be said, ' that this is an 
unwarranted conclusion', for, does not St. Peter 
direct us to such a quarter for help,., in the 
passage before quoted, saying, " whom resist, 
stedfast in the faith"? Faith in Christ is the in- 
strument of procuring help from God, in the 
hour of need ; and whether the Lord supply 
that help immediately, by the exertion of his 
power, or by the utterance of his irresistible 
fiat, or whether by a power, which he delegates 
to others, still it is the Lord, and he works his 
will as effectually by the one method, as by the 
other ; by his own arm stretched out to save, or 
by those angels who, through him, "excel in 
strength, and do his commandments". 

And what has now been said is surely suflS- 
cient, to shew the necessity of this doctrine, for 
which we contend. For, without some such 
succour, the church of God on earth could not 
exist, because it is exposed to the spiritual as- 
saults of fallen angels, and in itself possesses no 
power sufficient to resist them. But this church 
has existed for near two thousand years since 
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Christ's appearing, and for a longer period un- 
der another dispensation : which is proof suffi- 
cient, that God has provided some power able 
to resist, and effectual to overcome, the enemies 
of his church miHtant; and this he himself has 
revealed to be, the ministry of the angels of 
light. 

Having thus endeat-oured to shew, that the 
ministry of angels, in the affairs of men, is a rea- 
sonable and necessary doctrine, and as such 
worthy of our belief, I proceed to apply it, by 
way of conclusion, to ourselves, reserving for 
fijture consideration the remainder of our sub- 
ject. 

Here then I remark, that this doch-ine is one, 
amidst a multitude, which is intended Jor the com- 
fort of the church of Christ. As such, brethren, 
it should be received ; and, where tliis is done 
to that extent, which the sayings of God's word 
will warrant, it is amply sufficient for this end. 
But it requires an exercise of faith, in order to 
receive it, and, in this respect, resembles many 
other mercies,which God bestows. The mi- 
nistry of angelic spirits on our behalf we see 
not, neither can we see, unless God should open 
our eyes, as he did the eyes of some in old time, 
to witness the fact ; but it is no less true on that 
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account ; and, if we have faith to receive it, no 
less comforting an assurance. And, moreover, 
it is our duty to believe it ; and, in proportion as 
we believe, so will be the comfort which we de- 
rive herefrom, I have said " the comfort which 
we derive.'* But who are intended by ^\we^*? 
Not the ungodly, be assured, who are living in 
their ungodliness. Not the profligate, or pro- 
fane, or the wicked of any name or sort, who 
continue in their wickedness- With the com- 
mon bounties of God's providence they may be 
favoured ; but, with the peculiar blessings of his 
grace, whilst living in their sins, they have no 
concern. 

These, my brethren, are "peculiar**, and for 
"a peculiar people" they are reserved; and 
that people are his faithful, holy, and adopted, 
children. Would we a// become entitled to 
them? AH must become the children of God, 
by the faith which is in Christ Jesus. Not by 
the empty title of profession only, for if this 
were all, who would not be so, as occasion re- 
quired ? But we must be his in sincerity and 
truth. And the necessary consequence of our 
adoption into the family of God would be, that 
every blessing of the new covenant would be 
ours. Ours by purchase, ours by promise, 
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ours by oath : the purchase of Christ's most 
precious blood, the promise of eternal truth, the 
oath of a God, who cannot lie. Then should 
we find that, of which too many appear igno- 
rant, that the portion of God's people is the best 
portion in this present life : yea, a hundred- 
fold the best, even though attended with the 
enmity and contempt of the world. Then 
should we perceive and know, " that the Lord 
will bless the righteous; with favour will he 
compass him as with a shield"*. 

• Psalm V. 12. 



SERMON IX. 



THE DIRECT GROUND OF OUA BELIEF IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ANGELS CONSIDERED, AS AN AP- 
POINTED INSTRUMENT OF A BELIEVER's DE- 
LIVERANCE FROM EVIL. 



PsALM XCI. 11. 

** FOR HB SHALL OIYE HIS ANOELS CHARGE OVER THEE^ 
TO KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS.*' 

It will readily be perceived, that the present 
discourse is a continuation of that subject, 
of which we treated in the one immediately pre- 
ceding it: in which we have endeavoured to 
shew, that the ministry qf angels ^ in the affairs of 
men, is both a reasonable, and a necessary, doc- 
trine : reserving, for this opportunity, a consider- 
ation of the direct ground of our belief herein. 

It is a remark, which observation and ex- 
perience justify, that the services of our fellow- 
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creatures, which are given with readiness and 
good will, are preferable to those, which are the 
effect of constraint and necessity. Indeed it is 
natural that it should be so, for we can even 
take pleasure in employing the former, whilst 
the latter are painful, as well to him who yields, , 
as to him who receives, them. And so we can 
well conceive, as it has beforebeen argued, that, 
if God make use of the wicked, by the over- 
ruling power of his providence, to promote his 
designs in the earth, (designs, in which his 
church and people are chiefly concerned,) much 
rather will he employ the services of " his angels, 
that excel in strength, that do his command* 
ments, hearkening unto the voice of his word." 
And that, which right reason would teach, and 
tJw Jjresent necessities of the church require, 
bnd which argument, founded on our own ex- 
Jjerience and observation, suggests as likely to 
happen, God himself has revealed. And in this 
revelation two distinct grounds of faith are 
found : the first, the positive promise of the Lord, 
the other, the actual mainfeslation of angelic 
agency. I propose to speak briefly on each. 

I. There is one thing essentially necessary, in 
our study of the word of God, in order that we 
may derive profit to our souls. It is, that we 
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implicitly believe it. Any faith, short of this, is 
so far deficient, that our comfort, as drawn from 
that source, must be deficient also. Now upon 
this principle, if no other intimation were given, 
throughout the scriptures, of the ministry of 
angels on behalf of God's children, the passage 
before us would supply a just ground for the 
confident expectation of a faithful soul. And, 
according to the tenor of this promise, if such a 
one have faith to make the Lord his " habita- 
tion", the doctrine is true as applied to himself; 
and he is the undoubted object of angelic minis- 
trations. Neither can he doubt it, without 
doubting tiie promise of God. 

But the Lord, who is abundant in goodness, 
has amply confirmed this saying, and has oft-times 
repeated it for the assurance of the doubting 
mind. Thus we read in one place', " the angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them." Again, in 
another place" we find our blessed Lord observ- 
ing — " Take heed that ye despise not one of 
these little ones ; for I say unto you. That in 
heaven their angels do always behold the face 
of my Father, which is in heaven." And in 
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another it is demanded by St. Paul : " Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister, 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?'" 

Here, then, we have the positive assurance of 
God : here, therefore, one direct ground of our 
belief. 

II. But the scriptures afford a further confir- 
mation of tliis faith, by recording some cases, in 
which the agency of the spirits of light has been 
revealed to the actual observation of man. 

We shall select but two, which will abundantly 
answer our present purpose : the one case, as 
having occurred in the church under the law : 
the other, in the times of the gospel. 

The history of the former is found in that in- 
teresting period in the life of Elisha, which is 
recorded in 2 Kings, vi. l6. 

Elisha having succeeded Elijah in the pro- 
phetic office, succeeded also to the situation 
which Elijah had filled, of being head of the 
schools of the prophets. At the time, of which 
we are speaking, Benhadad, king of Syria, waged 
war against the king of Israel ; and, as is usual 
on such occasions, advised with his counsellors, 
as to the best method of conducting the war. 
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Now it pleased God to reveal all Benhadad's 
plans to Elisha, who communicated them to his 
master, the king of Israel. And, by these 
means, the king of Israel was prepared against 
his enemy, and escaped frequently out of his 
hand. " Therefore", it is written, " the heart 
of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this 
thing ; and he called his servants, and said unto 
them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the 
king of Israel? And one of his servants said, 
None my lord, O king: but Elisha the prophet, 
that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the 
words that thou speakest in thy bed-chamber." 
On receiving this information, Benhadad re- 
solved to seize Elisha. And here observe, 1 
pray you, the blind ignorance of such a resolu- 
tion ! As if the God, who had revealed to Elisha 
all the counsels of Benhadad, against the king of 
Israel, and had brought them to nought, could 
not as surely reveal and frustrate his devices, 
against the prophet himself; that faithful and 
distinguished servant of the Most High ! But 
how awful is the darkness of that mind, which 
is under the dominion of idolatry ! And how 
frequently will it please God to take the wise 
in their own craftiness ! Notwithstanding the 
weakness of this project, the king of Syria sent 
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to Dothan, in which city EHsha dwelt, "horses 
and chariots, and a great host : and they came 
by night, and compassed the city about. And 
when tiie servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold a host compassed 
the city, both with horses and chariots. And 
his servant said unto him, Alas ! my master, how 
shall we do?" 

Now Elisha was strong in faith, and it seems, 
that he felt assured of the reality of that doc- 
trine, which we are considering, the ministry of 
angels, on behalf of God's people. And, in the 
strength of this faith, he said, " Fear not : for 
they that be with us are more than they that be 
with them." 

But it was not so with his servant; he had 
not long attended the prophet, having but lately 
succeeded Gehazi. Elisha therefore, for the 
confirmation of his faith, " prayed, and said. 
Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that he may see. 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man ; and he saw : and behold the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha." And these "chariots of fire" 
exactly accord with that description of God's 
holy angels, with which we meet in another 
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place* : " The chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels." And 
thus we have arrived at that particular part of 
the history, to which I alluded. Here, how- 
ever, let it be remembered, that these heavenly 
hosts were actually encamped about the ser- 
vant of God, whether they had been perceived 
or not : that their existence in such a position, 
and their engagement in such an employ, was 
equally true, although the Lord had never open- 
ed the eyes of man to observe them. 

And such is the first case, to which we have 
referred, as happening under the dispensation of 
the law. 

The other, which we propose to bring for- 
ward, occurred in the times of the gospel. 

In the early history of the Christian church, 
there were many manifestations of the ministry 
of aagelsj on behalf of the holy Apostles. But, 
as these men were eminent in situation, being, 
as it were, standard-bearers in the church mili- 
tant, and therefore peculiar marks for the shafts 
of Satan and his coadjutors, it might be urged, 
that, their situation being peculiar, a correspond- 

• Pg. Ixviii. 17. 
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ing providence was over them ; and, therefore, 
tliat their experience would not apply to ordi- 
nary cases. To avoid this objection, (which, in 
fact, if duly considered, is no objection at all to 
our argument,) we will select the case of a pri- 
vate individual ; and that is Cornelius. Now 
Cornelius was a Gentile ; a centurion in the 
Italian band of Roman soldiers. But he was 
" a devout man " ; in other words, a child of 
God. " He saw in a vision evidently, about the 
ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming 
in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 
And, when he looted on him, he was afraid, and 
said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him. 
Thy prayers, and thine alms, are come up for a 
memorial before God. And now send men to 
Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname 
is Peter : he lodgeth with one Simon, a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea-side : he shall tell thee 
what thou oughtest to do.'" 

Now, in this case, wc find a man, whose heart 
had beeu converted, by the Spirit, from a state 
of heathenism, to the knowledge of the God of 
Israel : we see him walking according to tiie 
light which he enjoyed, and waiting on the 

• Acta, X. 3—6. 
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Lord in the way of his ordinances. But, at the 
time of which we speak, he knew not tlie gospel 
fully ; being, however, an heir of salvation % we 
are taught that a ministering spirit was employ- 
ed ; and was sent, not to preach the gospel, but to 
direct him in the way of hearing it; for God 
did not commit this work to angels, but to men. 
And though an humble individual, possessing 
neither rank nor power in any great degree, 
and though not a pillar in the church, being 
neither prophet, nor evangelist, nor teacher, but 
a sincere member of the universal body, (for 
he was one " that feared God, and wrought 
righteousness,") an angel was evidently disco- 
vered to his senses (which the testimony of St. 
Peter confirms), who had come from the blest 
abodes of the visible glory", to minister on his 
behalf. And we conceive the case to be strongly 
in point, and remarkably applicable to the 
question before us. And such are the two in- 
stances, which we have chosen, of the ministry 
of angels, and made manifest, on behalf of 
God's children, to the eyes of men. Now apply 
these to the positive promises of God, on the 
Subject, which we have considered, and we shall 

'' Matt, xviii. 10. 
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possess a foundation for our faith in this doctrine, 
sufRcient, we trust, even for a doubting mind ; 
and let it not be forgotten, that it has been 
shewn to be both reasonable and necessary, and 
according with the practice and experience of 
men in their transactions, which leads them to 
prefer the services, which are given with good- 
will and a ready mind, to others, which may be 
as effectual, but which spring from restraint and 
necessity. And thus we have endeavoured to 
shew, the direct ground of our belief in the mi- 
nistry of angels, as an appointed instrument of a 
believer's deliverance from evil. 

I am aware that one objection to this doctrine 
is not unfrequently made, which amounts to 
this : " that the age of miracles has ceased." 
But we humbly conceive, that, if this objection 
be fairly examined, it will be found to possess 
but little weight. 

For, ' What', we ask, * is a miracle, strictly so 
called ?' We understand, by a miracle, some in- 
terference of divine power contrary to, or be- 
yond, the established order of providence. 

Now, according to our view of this doctrine, 
we are warranted in believing, that the ministry 
of angels is one appointed mean, by which it 
has pleased God, in his providence, to carry on 
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much of" the 

on earth. And, doubtless, there must be no 
small portion of such proceedings, as the church 
is spiritual in its worship, and in other par- 
ticulars ; and is built on that spiritual rock, 
which is Christ ; and is very closely connected 
with an unseen and spiritual state. Hence we 
conclude, that, whilst the unperceived ministry 
of angels is not miraculous, properly so called, 
a visible manifestation of their agency would 
be altogether so. For the former circumstance 
is only consistent with what we suppose to be 
continually proceeding in the church : whilst 
the other is contrary to, and beyond, the usual 
^P course of things. Inasmuch as, in our present 

H condition, it has not pleased the Lord to give 

H us the ability to discover spiritual operations, 

H excepting in their effects. And, in order that 

H we may actually perceive them, an extraordinary 

H power must be given us, by which our eyes, 

H like those of Elisha's servant, shall be preter- 

H naturally opened for this very end. 

H Having thus concluded the consideration 

H the doctrine which our text delivers, I prop) 

H to offer some application of it to ourselves, 

H The text is remarkable, as having been cited 

I by Satan, when he attempted to persuade our 
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blessed Lord to cast himself down from that 
"pinnacle" of the temple, on which he had 
suffered the devil to place him. 

And as holy writ, in Satan's mouth, is liable 
to perversion, so it happened in this case. And 
our Lord detected the perversion, by saying, 
" It is written again. Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God." Now, whether there was a 
double force intended in these words ; first, in 
rebuking the sin, of which the devil was then 
guilty, in tempting Jesus Christ, who was the 
Lord his God ; and, secondly, in teaching, that 
no man ia to expect the help of Heaven, in 
those circumstances of distress and danger, in 
which he has placed himself, without a sufficient 
reason • (for this would be to tempt the Lord ;) 
or whether this latter truth was singly taught ; 
we pretend not to decide. The lesson belongs 
to ourselves. 

It is one proof of our naturally weak con- 
dition, in things spiritual, that we are so ready 
to wander from the riglit way, and to fall into 
one extreme or other. Thus, in the case be- 
fore us, when we hear of the ministry of angels, 
that it is employed on behalf of those, who are 
the children of God, we are faithless, and dis- 
inclined to believe it. We see not these angels 
1.2 
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of light, and therefore doubt the fact of their 
ministrations. "This^*, we observe, "is a hard 
saying, who can hear it ?" On the other hand, 
if we have wisdom to perceive its truth, and 
faith to embrace it, Satan suggests, and our 
hearts second the suggestion, that we ven- 
ture, unbidden, into scenes of temptation, trust- 
ing to such assistance being put forth on our 
behalf. And hence, in the histoty of the per- 
secutions of the church of Christ on earth, we 
read of not a few, who came forward, uncalled, 
to suffer for the truth ; but whose strength fail- 
ed them in the trying hour : .whilst others, en- 
dued with more humility and less self-con- 
fidence, waiting God's time, have witnessed a 
good confession of the faith, and have triumph- 
antly sealed their testimony with their blood. 

Now each of these extremes is dangerous; 
because both are contrary to the will of God. 
In the one case, we deprive Him of his due : 
in the other, we tempt Him. But the line of 
duty is this : to believe the doctrine, as it is 
revealed, in its fullest extent : to acknowledge, 
that much of the divine economy of the world 
is carried on by the ministry of angels : to re- 
ceive it for our comfort j and, if, on the one hand, 
it at any time cause our hearts to fear, when 
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we reflect, that " evil angels '* exist, and that 
the spiritual ruin of our species is an object of 
their solicitude and activity, to remember, on 
the other, that there are myriads of bfessed 
angels of light, of " flaming fires *', who delight 
to do God's will ; and whose will it is, that they 
all are sent forth, as occasion requires, to mi- 
nister for them, who shall be heirs of salvation j 
and, shunning all places and scenes of tempta- 
tion, never to venture, uncalled, into them, 
trusting to this spiritual strength to uphold us 5 
but whensoever God's providence, or the calls 
of duty, shdl bring us into them, then to expect 
it ; and to doubt not, that we shall meet with 
that succour, which is needful, to give us the 
victory, in our spiritual contests. For "God is 
faithful, who will not suffer us to be tempted 
above that we are able ; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that we 
may be able to bear if* 

This is to use the doctrine aright ; any other 
method is to abuse it. 

It is impossible for man to say, in what cases 
angels do not minister on behalf of the people 
of God. That they do in things spiritual we 

* 1 Cor. X. 13. 
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are firmly persuaded; for so much is clearly re- 
vealed. 

That they may also in cases of temporal dan- 
ger, we have much reason to conclude, as well 
from the history ofElisha and Benhadad, which 
has been considered, as from the enumeration 
of evils which is made in this Psalm, and from 
which a deliverance is promised, and the mi- 
nistry of angels is specified in our text as an ap- 
pointed means of such deliverance. 

The Apostle Paul, when enumerating the su- 
perior advantages of the new covenant above 
the old, mentions "an innumerable company of 
angels ", as one of our privileges, to which, if 
we are of that number who are entitled to the 
benefits of this covenant, we " are come." It 
may perhaps chiefly refer to our fellowship with 
them, as servants of the same God. But such 
a reference may also include the positive be- 
nefits, which the church enjoys by their means ; 
and this the same apostle has taught, in that 
former saying which has been so often repeated. 
Of their agency, in two peculiar seasons, the 
holy scriptures speak expressly. In the hour of 
death, when "the souls of the faithful are de- 
livered from the burden of the flesh ", it is their 
office to bear them from this visible scene of 
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things into Paradise : to introduce them to that 
world into which sin can in no case enter : to 
bring them "to God, the judge of all, to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of the new covenant," 

Again, in that last awful earthly scene, in 
which heaven's gates shall lift up their heads, 
and the King of Glory shall appear, to come to 
judgment, then shall those spirits gather the 
bodies of the elect from the four winds, to 
" meet the Lord in the air." 

And what unspeakable consolation is such a 
doctrine calculated to afford to him, who duly 
receives it! What confidence in a trying hour! 
What a sweet and peaceful reflection, that, did 
it please the Lord to open the eyes of such a 
one, as he did those of Elisha's servant, he 
should perceive the angels of God encamped 
about him ! And, at a time when every earthly 
prop may seem to fail, to feel persuaded, that 
an unseen, but most effectual, power is ensured 
and provided for his utmost wants, this is indeed 
a reflection, fraught with the highest comfort ! 
And this is one blessing of the children of God. 
It is a part of their present heritage ; and it is 
ensured to them, not for any worthiness of their 
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own, but for His sake, who lived for us, and 
died and rose again, ^^ who is gone iAto heaven, 
and is on the right hand of God ; angels, and 
authorities, and powers, being made subject 
unto him.*'* 



• 1 Peter, iii. 22. 



SERMON X. 



THE PROMISE OF THE TEXT CONSIDERED IN ITS 
LITERAL APPLICATION TO THE EARLY CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH, AND IN ITS GENERAL APPLICA- 
TION TO THE CHURCH IN ALL AGES. 



Psalm xci. 13. 

*' thou shalt tread upon the lion and addee : the 
youno lion and the dragon shalt thou trample 
under feet." 

In the verses immediately preceding our text, 
we have found an interesting and important doc- 
trine declared ; interesting to all believers, and 
important to their comfort in this present evil 
world. The doctrine, of which I speak, is the 
ministry of angels on behalf of the members of 
Christ's church on earth. We are now to con- 
sider some further blessings, belonging to the 
same persons, from the passage which has just 
been read. There is a valuable promise in the 
Bible, " as thy days, so shall thy strength be,'* 
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which is found in the blessing, that Moses the 
man of God pronounced on the tribe of Asher, 
shortly before his death*. And this, like other 
promises of the word, belongs to the children of 
God in all ages. For of such an application of a 
general promise St. Paul affords a warrant, by ap- 
plying to individual believers one, which was 
made to the whole church by the mouth of 
Isaiah, saying, "I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee " ^ 

Now the promise, of which I have spoken, is 
peculiarly calculated to administer comfort to the 
children of God, in the prospect of affliction, 
or temptation. For, when they look to them- 
selves, they cannot fail of discovering their in- 
herent weakness. Again, when they consider 
the evil which threatens them, they may fear 
that they shall sink beneath it. And then it is, 
that the promise comes in with all its sweetness, 
when the Spirit, who is " the very Comforter", 
Suggests, " As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be " ; and thus approves its worth to the faint- 
ing soul. 

And thus, strength has been supplied, out of 

the fulnessi which is in Christ Jesus, to indii 

. ' • - ' . . . i 

• Deut. xxxiii. 25. ^ Heb. xiii. 5. 
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vidual members of the church, according to the 
measure of tlieir necessity. Hence, in times of 
hot persecution, tlie naturally weak, but sincere, 
professors of the faith have waxed valiant, in the 
face of the most appalling dangers. Hence, 
when needful, powers of a preternatural kind 
have been poured out upon the church, accord- 
ing to the circumstances in which it has been 
placed. Thus, in the infancy of the Jewish 
economy, the Lord made bare his arm, and en- 
dued Moses, the minister of that church, with- 
wonder-working powers. And again, in the in- 
fancy of the Christian dispensation, similar gifts 
were extended to the holy apostles, and the early 
Christians. And to this latter case, we con- 
ceive, that the words before us literally belong. 

We propose therefore to consider them with 
this reference; and to shew, first, their fulfil- 
ment in this case; and then, secondly, their more 
general, but less literal^ application to the members 
qftlie church in after ages. 

I, I am aware that the passage, under con- 
sideration, is chiefly to be understood in a figu- 
rative sense ; and in that sense we shall here- 
after consider it. But, if it will admit of a literal 
explanation, we feel warranted in thus explain- 
ing it. In reading the last chapter of St. Mark's 
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gospel, we find the parting instructions of our 
blessed Lord to his disciples, and his promise of a 
supply of strength equal to their day. *' And he 
said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but, 
he that beheveth not, shall be damned. And' 
these signs shall follow them that believe ; in my 
name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak 
with new tongues ; they shall take up serpents ; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sickj 
and they shall recover"*. 

And, amongst the various qualifications iw* 
their arduous work, which are here enumerated, 
we find an exemption specified, from some of 
the dangers, to which our nature is exposed, 
" They shall take up serpents," &c. And the 
same exemption had once before been promised, 
as we read"; " Behold I give unto you power to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 
the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you." Thus far for the pro- 
mise : let us now consider its fulfilment. The 
terms, as we may observe, were general, to thei 
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that believed in Jesus, in those early times of 
his church ; and, doubtless, its accomplishment 
was also general. But though such cases are 
not often recorded in the New Testament, be- 
cause the chief object of that book is, to re- 
cord the life of Jesus, and the doctrines of our 
salvation ; yet, as one portion of it contains the 
early history of the church, and of the proceed- 
ings of St. Peter and Paul, with an occasional 
reference to the other apostles, there, if at all, 
we might expect to find the record of such a 
case. Neither will this expectation be disap- 
pointed : for, in the Acts of the holy apostles, 
we find just such an example as we require. The 
twenty-eighth chapter, to which I refer, con- 
tains the cwicluding scene of that distressing 
shipwreck, which St. Paul experienced on his 
way to Rome, whither he was sent, a prisoner 
for the gospel's sake. In the course of this 
voyage, the Lord exalted the character of his 
servant, in the eyes of those with whom he con- 
versed. In the first place he foretold the ship- 
wreck, which afterwards took place. 

But Paul was a prisoner in chains ; and at 
that time but lightly esteemed by the ship's 
company. We are not surprised then, when we 
read, that "the centurion", who had charge of 
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him and of other prisonerti. 
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' believed the mas- 
ter and owner of the ship, more than those things 
which were spoken by Paul." In spite of the 
apostle's caution they sailed; but, not long after, 
had cause to repent of their decision, for the 
words of Paul were fully verified, and a heavy l 
storm arose. *' And when neither sun norstan) ■ 
in many days appeared, and no small tempest 
lay on them, all hope that they should be saved 
was taken away." In such a season, the Lord 
again distinguished his servant. For, when all 
others despaired, he alone was free from fear ; 
and, standing up, recalled to their minds the 
counsel, which he before had given, and the 
prediction of that evil, under which they wer^ 
suffering. Having thus afforded thfm a ground 1 
of belief in liis word, he tlien declared, that the 
angel of the Lord had stood by him that night, 
and revealed the event of their present dangeet 
— that no lives should be lost, but that the shq 
and cargo should be destroyed, and that t 
themselves should be cast on a certain island. 
And " so it came to pass, that they escaped alt 
safe to land." Now this land was the island of 
MeUta or Malta, inhabited at that time by a 
barbarous people, who, to the reproach of some, 
who call themselves civilized, shewed the ship- 
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wrecked crew no little kindness. And it is at 
this part of the narrative, that we meet with the 
literal accomplishment of the promise, to which 
I have referred. For, " when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, 
there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened 
on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the 
venomous beast hang on his hand, they said 
among themselves, No doubt this man is a mur- 
derer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, 
yet vengeance suffcreth not to live. And he 
shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no 
harm."* 

In common cases, to have taken up a veno- 
mous serpent would have been death. But, in 
this, the course of nature was changed, and the 
man shook off the poisonous beast into the fire, 
and felt no harm. And why? Because the 
man was a disciple of Jesus Christ ; and because 
Christ had said of them, " They shall take up 
serpents — and it shall not hurt them'"". Be- 
cause he had said, " I give unto you power to 
tread on serpents, and scorpions, and over all 
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you."' 

■ Acts, xxviii. 3 — 5. <■ Mark, xvi. 18. ' Luke, x. 19. 
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And thus, I think, we find a literal accom* 
plishment of these words of David, as havinj 
happened in the early Christian church. 

But besides this first, and most literal, meaO' 
ing, we conceive ourselves warranted in offering 
another, and that is, a spiritual : for the expres- 
sions may be regarded as figurative, being con- 
sistent in this sense with scripture-phraseology. 
For, by the terms, " lion and adder, the young 
lion and dragon," we believe Satan to be in- 
tended, and the host of "evil angels". And 
to this idea the words of our Lord, as recorded 
by St. Luke", afford considerable support: 
where he added, " over all the power of the 
enemy". 

That our great spiritual foe is intended by 
these terms, we doubt not, for he is continually 
designated by them in the scriptures. Hence 
David prays, " Save me from the lion' 
mouth"". And by this name St. Paul speaks 
him'j "notwithstanding the Lord stood wj 
me, and strengthened me — and I was delivered) 
out of the mouth of the lion". And St. Peteri 
also adopts the same figure of speech, to describe^ 
" our adversary the devil". 



^ 



• Chap. K. 19. 



' Psalm xxii.21. 
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By the second, " the adder", or serpent, he is 
so commonly named, that it will be almost su- 
perfluous to specify any examples. The first 
mention of him in Scripture is under that very 
form, " Now the serpent was more subtle than 
any beast of the field." And we are not left in 
doubt to determine, who was intended under 
that character. For the words of St. John in 
the Apocalypse sufficiently explain it, which say, 
** I saw an angei come down from heaveii, 
having the key of the bottomless pit, and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dra- 
gon, that old serpent, which is the devil and 
Satan, and bound him a thousand years."' 
- Many other examples of such a use of these 
terms might be named ; but enough for our pre- 
sent purpose has been specified. And it is in 
this figurative sense that we are to apply these 
words, as we secondly proposed : 
* II. In iJwir more general, but less literal, ap' 
plication to the members of the church in after 
ages. And in this sense we understand this 
saying of David, as a promise of the spiritual vic- 
tory, which every child of God obtains in his spt- 
ritiml warfare. 



' Chap. ) 
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Ill the book of Isaiah, the same doctrine is 
found ; but I propose to confine myself to the 
New Testament. 

In the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans, we find it unreservedly declared. In 
that the apostle asks, " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
ness, or peril, or sword ? As it is written, For 
thy sake we are killed, all the day long ; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors, 
through Him that loved us." 

Now, in this passage, the very sufferings of 
the saints are mentioned (the very cases, which 
we might suppose to be exceptions to the doe- 
trine which we are considering) : these are 
brought forward by St. Paul, not in the least as 
exceptions, butquite the reverse : as instances of 
the spiritual triumphs of tiie church ! Though 
"accounted as sheep for the slaughter"; though 
regarded as an easy prey by their adversaries j 
though esteemed to be readily overcome, and 
destroyed ; yet, so far from this being true, the 
eternal Spirit assures us, that the children of 
God are " more than conquerors, through Him 
who loved them". In death they conquer; 
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even that last infliction, which their enemies may 
be permitted to lay on them, is but the seal of 
their never-ending triumph. To them it is the 
door of eternal life. And this the apostle men- 
tions, as the common lot of the people of Christ. 
But, in the last chapter of this same epistle, 
we find the like doctrine delivered, and the si- 
milarity of expression, between this and the 
words of David, is very striking. In the place, 
to which we refer, the apostle says, " And the 
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet, 
shortly ". And this also is expressed, as the 
common lot of the people of Christ. And the 
Lord Jesus himself is their forerunner, in the 
same course. He was afflicted, persecuted, even 
unto death, yet he conquered: triumphed in 
his very suffering. For, because " he drank of 
the brook in the way, therefore did he lift up 
his head ". Thus " he led captivity captive " : 
thus he " trod upon the lion and adder ; the 
young lion and the dragon he trampled under 
foot": even "the devil, and Satan", who had 
"bruised his heel". And so shall his people 
conquer. But is it demanded ' By what means ?' 
We reply, ' that they conquer, through the Mood 
of Jesus, who loved them, and gave himself Jor 
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them.' And if we can bring, in support of this 
assertion, an extreme case. In the history of the 
church of God, in which this appears, all other 
cases of an ordinary kind will follow of course. 
But sucli a case is on record ; and it is found 
Rev. xii. 10, 11; "And I heard a loud voice 
saying in iieaven. Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Christ : for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them be- 
fore our God, day and night. And they overcame 
himby thebloodof theLamb, andby the wordof 
tlieir testimony '*. Here we find an extreme case : 
one of violent death effected by the enemies of 
God and of his kingdom : yet, even under these 
circumstances, his suffering saints were conquer- 
ors ; and by the very means which I have 
specified, namely, by the blood of Jeans, the 
Lamb of God. 

And if, in the most extreme case of suffering, 
they conquer, how much rather shall it be so, in 
every other, in which the grand enemy does not 
prevail to that extent; and in which they have 
recourse to the same spiritual defence, even 
faith in the blood of the Lamb. 

And, from this doctrine, a most important 
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truth may be learned : That great is the efficacy 
of the blood of Jesus. And in this an exhorta- 
tion is contained, That toe build ottr Jaith de- 
cidedly on fhatjbtindation. 

Marvellous things, O Lamb of God, are spoken 
of that blood of thine, which " speaketh better 
things than that of Abel " ! By it thou dost 
cleanse from all sin ! Thou dost appease the di- 
vine wrath ! Thou dost satisfy the offended jus- 
tice of God ! Thou hast made peace between 
God and sinners ! Through faith in thee, thy 
saints are more than conquerors, and every 
charge is hushed, with which they have been 
"accused before their God, day and night"! 

And, if this most precious blood can effect 
these things, who shall not prize it highly, and 
labour until he obtain an everlasting interest 
-therein? Brethren, we greatly need it : with- 
out an interest in the blood of Christ what are 
we ? What must we be for ever ? Lost, condemn- 
ed, and perishing, sinners : the children of 
wrath, without hope; and without God in the 
world. Who then amongst you is so holy in 
his own eyes, as to think he needs it not? Who- 
ever he be, to such I would say. Go thou unto 
Jesus J yea, first of all, wash in that fountain and 
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be clean, or how wilt thou abide the judgment 
of God? 

Who amongst you is so righteous in his own 
eyes, as to think that he owes no debt to the di- 
vine Justice? Go rather to Jesus, and seek that 
his blood may be applied to thee, for nought but 
that can cancel thy debts to the Majesty of 
heaven ! Who amongst you is so " rich and in- 
creased with goods", as to suppose he hath need 
of nothing, "and knoweth not that," except the 
precious blood of Jesus be his, he is *' wretched, 
and miserable, and poor,and blind, andnaked"! 

Oh, believe me, this want does not peculiarly 
belong to flagrant transgressors : it is universal, 
applying, without exception, to every soul of 
man: "for all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God." 

And though this be so, and cannot be gain- 
sayed, yet, what listlessness on the subject pre- 
vails around us ! With what eagerness do we 
pursue, in the hope of obtaining, every fleeting 
good ; yet concerning this, which is eternal, un- 
speakable, whatalarming apathy exists! Brethren, 
these things should not be so ; and, were we truly 
wise, they would not. And it is a fearful evi- 
dence, that we have not " the wisdom, that is 
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from above", if we feel no earnest longings after 
a part and lot in this matter. 

But, do you seek the way to obtain it ? For- 
get not, that it is the free gift of God. Now it 
is the property of this gift, that the merit of the 
person, on whom it is bestowed, is not taken 
into the account. And if we hope to deserve 
it by some meritorious quality of our own, we 
are wrong. . We stumble at the very outset j 
we " err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God." This is not the way in which 
the Scriptures speak. They tell us no flattering 
tales of our merits : when they speak of man's 
deaervings, they talk of hell and torment, and 
the hot displeasure of a holy God at our sins. 
Nor do they permit us to attach, to the white 
robe of Christ's righteousness, the " filthy rags " 
of a sinner. There is but one qualification for 
this gift which we can possess, and this is, our 
entire need of it, and our sense of this need. If 
we know the misery of our lost estate, and long 
for deliverance, we are fit recipients of this 
mercy. But, if this be not the case, and any 
man amongst us expect to deserve it, " a de- 
ceived heart hath turned him aside." And, if he 
persevere in this proud ignorance, he must abide 
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by the loss, even of the benefits of Christ's death 
and passion. 

Would ye, therefore, partake of this benefit ? 
Seek it, I entreat you, in God's own way : in 
any other it is vain, for in any other it cannot 
be found : our very situation, as sinners, pre- 
cludes the possibility of this. 1 know that an 
idea prevails of waiting until "we arc Jit to go to 
Christ, and I am fully persuaded that a more 
dangerous delusion, or a more specious pretence 
for putting off " the appointed time ", and " the 
day of salvation ", could scarcely have been de- 
vised ; and one also, which will be found, 1 
doubt not, to have been a most effectual instru- 
ment of destroying immortal souls. For whence, 
I ask, does our fitness for spiritual blessings pro- 
ceed ? From that Spirit of holiness, without 
■whom we cannot even " think those things that 
be good", much less have power to "perform 
the same." Did she, who wept at Jesus' feet, 
wait till she was holy, ere she came to him ? Oh; 
no : she sought him, as the sinners friend, and 
she found rest unto her soul. Did the thief 
upon the cross wait till he was holy, ere he be- 
took himself to Christ ? Oh, no : he applied with 
all his guilt to that bleeding " Lamb, which taketli 
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away the Bin of the world " , and lie went with 
him that day to Paradise ! Jesus Christ, in our 
flesh, on a mercy-seat, waiting to be gracious, is 
the great encouragement for fallen man. And 
with this plan of drawing nigh to God, pride has 
nothing to do. We are dependents on hismost 
free mercy, for free pardon, and for perfect re- 
demption ; for in ourselves we have done no- 
thing, neither can do any thing, to deserve it. 
Saint Paul taught this doctrine when he said, 
" By grace ye are saved" ; and he added the rea,- 
son, " not of works, lest any man should boast." 

One there is, who can claim these gifts as 
of right. But truly " this was a righteous man." 
And when we go in his name, and when we plead 
Ilia all-prevailing merits, we claim them on the 
same terms. But, in order to do this, we must 
receive him into our hearts by faith j and after 
him comes every blessing. 

This is the true doctrine, so far a^, we are 
enabled to understand the word of God : and 
eternal life is only thus to be obtained. As the 
free gift of God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
them that believe in him, who died in their stead, 
" the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God." 
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A MEDITATION ON THE NATURE OF THE BLESS- 
INGS ENUMERATED IN THE TEXT. 



Psalm xci. 14 — 16. 
*' bbcause hb bath set his i«ovb upon mb^ therb« 

FORB WILL I DELIVER HIM : I WILL SBT HIM ON HIOH^ 

BECAUSE HB HATH KNOWN MY NAME. 

*^ HB SHALL 'VALL UPON ME^ AND I WILL ANSWER HIM: I 

WILL BB WITH HIM IN TROUBLE^ I WILL DBLIYBR HIM^ 

AND HONOR HIM. 

'^ WITH LONG LIFE WILL I SATISFY HIM^ AND SHEW HIM MY 
SALVATION." 

In reflecting on the extent of the promises con- 
tained in this psalm, it might appear probable 
to the psalmist, that a weak believer would be 
apt to indulge in an unfaithful spirit. From a 
variety of causes, he might suppose such a person 
to stagger, through unbelief, concerning them ; 
and be led to doubt their reality, as belonging to 
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the people of God in this present worh!. And, 
from a merciful consideration of this weakness, 
the holy Spirit may have suggested the change 
of speakers, with which we meet in the words 
before us. The whole psalm was "given by 
inspiration of God", and the method adopted, 
from the first to the end of the thirteenth verse, 
is the most usual in the scriptures. Ac- 
cording to this mode, the inspired writer de- 
clares, in his own person, the divine word and 
will : statiug, for example, that God commands ■ 
this, and forbids that ; that " Thus saith the 
Lord", he will deliver his people out of this 
ti'ouble, or support them under that. In our 
text, however, the manner of speaking is changed; 
for the holy prophet no longer declares the di- 
vine will, as from his own mouth ; but, as we 
have just remarked, the Lord Jehovah is intro- 
duced, and the words are written, as if pro- 
ceeding directly from himself. Hence they 
come with peculiar strength, ratifying and con- 
firming every promise, which has been made be- 
fore. 

We trust that it will be no unprofitable em- 
ploymentfor us to consider, on the present oc- 
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First, the blessings, which are graciously pro- 
mised in the text ; and 

Secondly, the characteristic marks of those, 
to whom the blessings belong. 

I. St. Peter teaches, that God hath " given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises" ; 
and, that no doubt should exist, as to whom they 
are given, the various marks, by which such 
characters may be known, are well defined in 
the scriptures. The passage before us is an ex- 
ample of both these things. It contains pro- 
mises of no less than six several blessings; and, 
that no misunderstanding should arise, as to 
whom they belong, three special characteristics 
ai'e given, by which this may be determined. 
Of the promised blessings we have now to treat j 
and, accordingly, we proceed to consider the first 
here specified. It is a promise of deliverance. 
" Because he hath set his love upon me, there- 
fore will I deliver him." 

Now, as deliverances are as various, as the 
evils to which we may be exposed, when the 
Lord promises deliverance to the man who loves 
him, it may aeem doubtful to what he refers : 
but, in this instance, no doubt need remain. 
For, if we look back to tlie former portion of 
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the psalm, we shall perceive its extensive appli- 
cation. And to every case, with which we meet, 
in the third, fifth, sixth, seventh, and tenth, verses, 
we may fairly conceive this promise to apply. 
The extent of each, and the view, which should 
be taken, of the various evils, from which an 
escape is promised, have been already consider- 
ed. And, in order to avoid repetition, we should 
say, in few words, that a positive promise of de- 
liverance from various ills, to which other men 
are exposed, is here given to his people by " the 
Lord Jehovah ", in whom alone "is everlasting 
strength." But when we find, that such per- 
sons do suffer under any of them, the word 
of the Lord is pledged so to overrule these trials 
for good, that they, who are exercised thereby, 
can say with David, " In faithfulness thou hast 
afflicted me." These clouds were big with mer- 
cies, and have been shewn to be so, by bursting 
in blessings upon them. 

But the second promise given in this place is 
of exaltation. "I will set him on high, because 
he hath known my name." 

This may be viewed in two lights ; both as it 
respects this life, and that which is to come. 
Viewing it in the former sense, a man may be 
said to be • set on high ', or exalted, when God 
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lias placed him above Iiis present troubles, and 
above his enemies round about. This describes 
the times of peace in the militant church, whose 
language with her of old is, " Thou hast caused 
men to ride over our heads j we went through 
fire and through water : but Thou broughtest us 
out into a wealthy place." " And, in the in- 
stance of a private Christian, it is seen, when 
afler severe trials of a temporal or spiritual kind, 
" the times of refreshing have come from the 
presence of the Lord." Thus it was with Abra- 
ham, when he took the ram caught in a thicket 
by his horns, "and offered him up for a burnt- 
offering, in the stead of his son." Thus it was 
with David, when the Lord gave him rest, ex- 
alted him to the throne of Judah, and put all his 
enemies under his feet. 

Again, that other hght, in which the promise 
may be viewed, is, as it has respect to the world 
which is to come. 

In the general features of the life of Jesus 
Christ in the flesh, we perceive some resemblance 
to the life of grace in his people. " As he was, 
so are they, in this world." " And, when we ob- 
serve the particulars, with the close, of that 



* Ptolm livi. 12. 



' 1 Jolm, iv. 17- 



SEEM. XI.] NISETY-FIBST PSALM. 175 

eventful history, we discover the other fulfil- 
ment of the promise. 

The life of Christ on earth was one of un- 
exampled suffering and humiliation. For, in 
order to estimate this aright, considering him as 
man, we must take into our account his pure 
and spotless nature ; his unsulUed love of God 
the Father; his supreme desire, that his Father 
might be glorified ; (according to which the pro- 
phet said, " The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up ; ") his utter hatred of sin ; and, with 
all this, his endurance of the contradiction of 
sinners against himself. And, having weighed 
these things, we are to remember that he came 
into a world which was made by him, but knew 
him not : that he came to his own, who received 
hunnot: that "he was despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief". Yet, notwithstanding all this degrada- 
tion, he was exalted, and exalted because of the 
same. 

Of this the prophet spoke before, when he 
said, " He shall drink of the brook in the way, 
therefore shall he lift up his head.'" To the ful- 
filment of the same the apostle testified, speak- 
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ing of his equality witli the Father, "Who be- 
ing in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God : but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men : and, being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every 
name : That at the name of Jesus every kuee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and, that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." * 

And, as it happened to the Head, so shall it 
be to the members. Though in this world they 
may be troubled, perplexed, weighed down, yet 
these troubles shall be sanctified, and made to 
work out for them " a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory." Oh ! there are bright 
spots in the darkest picture of life j and the 
brightest are found in anticipations of future 
glory! And though the morning break with 
clouds, and though in the "day the light shall 

' Phil. ii. 6—11. 
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not be clear", yet it shall be a day known unto 
the Lord. And " it shall come to pass that at 
evening time it shall be light ". And it has 
often happened, with those, whose days have 
been evil on the earth, who have been exercised 
with sorrow more than other men, who have 
long been in heaviness through manifold tempt- 
ations, with them it has often happened, that 
the light of God's countenance has at length 
burst forth on their souls, and their sun has set 
in glory : a bright anticipation of their eternal 
triumph ! 

The next blessing, which the Lord here pro- 
mises to his children, is, that he ivill answer tfiem. 
" He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him." 

If any one of us were in a suffering condition, 
it would be no small comfort in our sorrow to 
hear, that a remedy existed for our troubles. 
But, if it were added, that the owner of this 
remedy would not impart it, our hearts would 
sink within us, almost to their former state of 
despondency. Again, should we learn that we 
had been misinformed in this last particular, and 
that the remedy for our wants would certainly 
be obtained, if only we sought it, after a proper 
manner, our hopes and expectations would re- 
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vive, and we should diligently endeavour to pro- 
cure it. And thus it is with the Lord, and his 
people. They learn from his sure word, that 
no evil can befall thein, for which he has not a 
remedy j and, if their own unfaithful hearts lead 
them to doubt of his readiness to bestow the 
help which they require, a further reference to 
his word will teach them this fact, " that, if 
they ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth them j and, if they know that he hear 
them, whatsoever they ask, they know that they 
have the petitions that they desired of him." 
" And this is the confidence that they have in 
him". But there is one thing ever to be re- 
membered. God will have his people *' call 
upon him" for the blessing. It is alike easy 
with Omnipotence to give, with or without this, 
but this is the way which he has appointed; that 
we should ask, if we would have ; that we should 
seek, if we would find; that we should knock, 
if we would have the door of mercy opened to 
us. And our failing is, that we do not sufl5- 
ciently stir up ourselves to call upon him, that 
he may help us, in the time of need. Consider 
yourselves, brethren, in this matter, are not you 
guided by precisely the same principle ? Should 
you have a good gitl to bestow, of which another 
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stands in need, and knows you to possess it, if 
he express no wish, if he manifest no anxiety, to 
obtain' it, will it not lead you to conclude that 
the benefit is no benefit, in his esteem? As- 
suredly. But if, on the other hand, much dili- 
gence be manifested in seeking it, much earnest- 
ness in endeavouring to obtain it, you gladly 
bestow it, for you perceive that it will not be 
thrown away, being valued as it deserves. And 
thus the Lord deals with us. Where he per- 
ceives diligence in the pursuit of mercies, there 
he discovers his readiness to bestow tliem. But, 
where men neglect the means of seeking, it is 
but reasonable to conclude that they will fail to 
obtain the supply of their wants. 

But, let a pian " call upon" God for mercies, 
with his whole heart j let him do it, like Jabez, 
with the earnestness of a petitioner who will not 
be refused ; then he may look to receive them, 
because God has said, " He shall call upon me, 
and I will answer him." 

We have thus far enumerated one half of the 
blessings promised in this passage : the next in 
order to be considered is, God will be •with him 
in trouble. 

It has before been shown at length, that the 
troubles, with which the children of God are 
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exercised in this present world, are perfectly 
consistent with the promises of deliverance 
from evil, of which so much is said in this 
Psalm : inasmuch as these things often change 
their character, under the overruling power of 
God ; and, judging of them, as we do of other 
things, hy their event, we perceive, that they 
are deserving of quite a diiFerent name. Still 
however, the Lord's believing people do pi 
through tribulation ; and, without considering 
the event, which, according to the promise, 
always blessed, let us at this time reflect on the 
dark hour, in- which they "groan, being bi 
dened". 

Now, when any such person is visited by 
heavy affliction, one effect, which it commonly 
produces, is, to send the sufferer into retire- 
ment, into the stillness of the secret chamber: 
The soul, which was used to expand itself in 
the sunshine of society, and in the company of 
its fellows, now shuns the same ; for it wiU 
there meet with much, which is not congenial 
with its present feelings ; much, which rather 
tends to afflict and wound, than to comfort am 
soothe it. 

But if, when the first floods of grief shall have 
subsided, the Father of mercies, and the God of 
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all consolation shall visit the soul, in its afflic- 
tion, what blessed effects must result therefrom ! 
But this the Lord has promised j and it is the 
portion and heritage of his servants. Is any 
among them afflicted? God has said, "I will 
be with him in trouble". Now this may seem 
a thing of trifling value to those, who have ex- 
perienced little of the ills of life ; but, to others, 
who know what it is to be in trouble, the pro- 
mise is " exceeding great, and precious". 

The next blessing specified in this passage is, 
that the Lord will honour his servant. "1 will 
honour him." 

The opinions of men are very often at variance 
with the mind of God j and perhaps there are 
few subjects, on which they are more so, than 
on this. 

For, should we see a man forsaking worldly 
pursuits and worldly society, and betaking him- 
self to spiritual occupations, doing the work of 
the Lord, following after "righteousness, godli- 
ness, faith, love, patience, meekness", what 
would be the opinion of worldly men concern- 
ing bim? They would think him weak, con- 
sider him as bis own enemy, and needlessly self- 
denying : they would say, ' That he forgot his 
interest, his real friends, and that no good could 



182 SERMONS ON THE [^SERM. XI. 

follow from so much religion.' Such would be 
tlie sentiments of the world concerning him ! 
Such the prevailing opinion respecting one, who 
forsook the world, neglecting the honor which 
Cometh from men, and devoting himself to God 
and his service ! But if such is the mind of 
man on the subject, what, I ask, is the mind 
of God ? 

" Them that honour me, I will honour", saith 
the Lord, " and they that despise me, shall be 
lightly esteemed."* 

Need I say, that, if any one forsake the world, 
its ways and principles, in order that he may 
live to God, he takes the most direct road to 
honor Him ? Need I add, that the love of the 
two is inconsistent ? or says not an apostle the 
same, when he declares, " If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him"? 
And need I further add, that the men who love 
the world are they, who in principle and prac- 
tice despise the Lord, for they respect not his 
commandments ? Yet such men will tell you, 
that whoever loves not the world is simple, 
though God declares, that such men He will 
honour ! My brethren, need we greater evidence. 
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that the opinions of men are alarmingly at va- 
riance with the mind of God ? 

But it may be enquired, * What is this honour, 
of which you speak, for possibly it may not be 
much valued among men?' Truly it is not ! 
But hearken to what the blessed Jesus spake 
concerning it : "I receive not honour from men. 
f But I know you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you. I am come in my Father's name, 
and ye receive me not : if another shall come 
in his own name, him ye will receive. How 
can ye believe, which receive honour one of an- 
other, and seek not the honour that cometh from 
God only?"" 

The honour, then, of which we speak, is that 
which cometh from God only. And it argues 
ill for the world, and for all who are of the 
world, that this honour is not the object of their 
ambition. 

But how know we, that they who serve God 
shall obtain it? Brethren, " this honour have 
all his saints." But, if still ye doubt it, hearken 
to the voice of Christ. " If any man serve me, 
let him follow me ; and where I am, there shall 
also my servant be : if any man serve me, him 
will my Father honour."" Full well are we 

" Jdin, V. 41—44. ' John, xii. 26. 
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aware, that the church of Christ are not to ex- 
pect honour from the world j neither will it dis- 
appoint them if they receive it not ; for they 
are taught to look for hard measure in that quar- 
ter. Satan is the god of this world, and they well 
know how entirely he hates them, having fre- 
quent evidence of this fact. But, it will some- 
times happen, that even the world will bear tes- 
timony to the benefits of the grace of God, in 
the lives of his children. This, we say, will 
sometimes happen. But, as we have before re- 
marked, that for this they are not to look, they 
must have a single eye to the glory of God, and 
seek that honour which cometh from Him only. 
And a man receives a measure of this, when 
the Lord employs him as an instrument of use- 
fulness, in his day and generation, to the souls 
of men. A man is honoured of God, when he is 
upheld in a thriving condition (I speak with 
reference to spiritual things), in the church of 
God : when he flourishes like a green bay-tree, 
or as an olive-tree, in the courts of the house of 
our God. Again, the same thing happens, 
when he is carried triumphantly through spirit- 
ual conflicts, and made to rejoice in the power 
of Christ resting upon him. Thus to become 
the special object of divine love, does indeed 
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exalt and dignify our nature ! But, alas ! how 
does it serve to remind us of our deficiencies in 
this very thing ! We too much resemble those 
carnal Jews, who sought honour one of another, 
and who therefore could not believe. We are 
thinking how to please this fellow-creature orthat, 
yieldingto "the fear of man," which "bringeth 
a snare". Truly, it is unworthy of the children 
of God, who are shortly to be the denizens of 
heaven, " Who art thou, that thou shouldst 
be afraid of a man that sliall die, and of the son 
of man which shall be made as grass ? " God asks 
by the prophet. When we indulge in such 
weakness, we prove our need of a higher princi- 
ple than we possess, of a principle of holy bold- 
ness, which enables us to obey God rather than 
man ; and, at all hazards, to serve tlie Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the face of the world, and of its 
opinions to the conti-ary. And, mark to what 
blessed results it leads ! even to that eternal 
weight of glory, of which we next read, as the 
concluding promise made in the text before us; 
" TVilk lovg life •will I satisfy him, and shew him 
my salvation," 

This blessing, we are aware, is capable of be- 
ing understood with reference to the present 
world : for we are not forgetful that it is written. 
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" The hoary Iiead is a crown of gloiy, if it be 
found in the way of righteousness."* But, 
viewing this subject rather through the medium 
of the gospel-Hght, we are taught to consider it, 
as chiefly referring to that "long life" which 
knows no end, even the life after death, •' eter- 
nal in the heavens." 

And, if the mercies of God to his people are-S 
many and great, whilst on earth ; and if they arei | 
multiplied continually, during all the stages of 
their earthly pilgrimage ; in this we see the 
crowning mercy, when their pilgrimage shall 
have come to an end. And we are taught to 
believe, that this blessing is so rich, so perfect, 
so unspeakably great, that it shall make ample 
amends for all their trials in their militant state 
on earth. " For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be revealed ia i 
them !" 

Would that the eye of faith were given us trt i 
pierce the veil, which hangs between our minds 
and those glorious scenes ! Would that our 
heart:s were enlarged to admit, within their com- 
prehensions, some faint ideas of that substantial 
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glory, which, in its excellent greatness, it has not 
entered into the heart of man to conceive ! 
Would that our desires were quickened to such 
a longing after immortality, that every other 
longing after the shadows of this world were 
swallowed up therein ! Would that the love of 
Christ constrained us to meditate continually on 
these things ; and so to realize their value as to 
give them their just pre-eminence! That such 
a state of feeling concerning them is attainable 
on earth, we have no doubt; and we conceive it 
to form a part of that man's experience, who 
can say, like St. Paul, that his " conversation is 
in heaven". 

But where this is not the case, and where the 
child of God is unaccustomed to anticipate his 
future inheritance, yet, that he shall possess it, 
he may be sure and certain ; for, the Lord has 
pledged his word to bestow this gift upon him, 
to the fulfilment of his largest desires : " with 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my 
salvation." And, where the possession of this 
blessing is near to the believer's heart, it will be 
evident in his life. It will be seen in his devo- 
tion to the will and work of God : in his turn- 
ing away from sin, from vanity and folly, and 
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by his walking in the narrow way which leadeth 
iinto life. 

Let your own hearts, brethren, decide, who 
amongst you are thus engaged. If they can 
truly testify, that it is thus with you, happy are 
ye, for then your faces are set for heaven. But 
if not, you are miserable ; for, in your present 
condition^ you have neither part nor lot in these 
exceedingly great and precious promises. 



SERMON XIL 



THE CHARACTERISTIC MARKS OF THOSE PERSONS, 
TO WHOM BELONG THE BLESSINGS, PROMISED 
IN THE TEXT. 



Psalm xci. 14 — 16. 

'^ BECAUSE HE HATH'sET BIS LOVE UPON ME^ THEREFORE 
WILL I DELIVER HIM: I WILL SET HIM ON HIGH^ BE- 
CAUSE HE HATH KNOWN MY NAME. 

" HE SHALL CALL UPON ME^ AND I WILL ANSWER HIM t 
1 WILL BE WITH HIM IN TROUBLE: I WILL DELIVER 
HIM^ AND, HONOUR HIM. 

** WITH LONG LIFE WILL I SATISFY HIM^ AND SHEW HIM 
MY SALVATION.". 

In the foregoing discourse, which comprised 
the consideration of the former part of this sub-< 
ject, we have reflected on the sis blessings which 
are found in our text / reserving, for future de- 
liberation, the characteristic marks qf those per-^ 
sonSf to whom the bkssings belong. \Aiid these 
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will form the subject-matter of the following 
discourse. 

When benefits of an earthly kind are to be 
obtained in any quarter, experience proves, that 
many candidates will strive to gain them. In- 
deed, we are such needy creatures, at the beat ; 
and are so continually reminded of our neces- 
sities; that the general eagerness, observable in 
such cases, is not at all surprising. But, let the 
nature of the proffered blessings be changed, 
and become of a spiritual kind, and how dif- 
ferent a scene will be exhibited ! The crowd 
of competitors will be marvellously diminished, 
because the greater number have no taste for 
things spiritual, and therefore do not desire 
them. Still however a number will appear, who 
seek or profess to seek them ; a number very 
much greater than those who are really qualified 
to obtain them. And this we gather from the 
word of God, which speaks of some, who call 
him " Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
he says": of some, who seek to enter into life, 
and are not able : of a great variety of hearers 
of the word preached j but of a few only who 
hear, and believe, and bring forth the fruits of 
faith, " in all holy conversation and godliness ". 
In other words, though there may be many. 
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who are candidates for the blessings of Christ's 
kingdom, yet of these the greater part are rest- 
ing their claims altogether on a wrong founda- 
tion. Hence, when the Holy Spirit speaks of 
these things, and when he promises them to the 
children of men, he describes the manner of 
men to whom they are insured. And this he 
does in the case before us. 

We have observed, that there are three marks 
specified in our text, by which all mankind may 
know for what persons the mercy of God de- 
signs the good things, which are here promised ; 
and the first mark of qualification is, that a 
man set his love upon God. 

I believe it may be truly asserted, that our 
hearts will commonly have some one object, on 
which, above all others, their affections are set. 

Now, we may in some measure judge of the 
state of a man's heart, by observing the objects 
on which it is fixed. And, just in the proportion, 
in which the object is good or bad, so may we 
conclude concerning him. Hence it is, that, in 
the affairs of common life, we form our opinions 
one of another, and practise this principle, pos- 
sibly without perceiving it. For, if another's 
affections are bestowed on worthless, and un- 
becoming, objects, we conclude ill respecting 
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him : if, on the contrary, becoming and cre- 
ditable objects engross them, we judge favour- 
ably of him. Now, when we address a con- 
gregation of professing Christians, we fear no 
contradiction in saying, that the highest, the 
hohest, and the best, object, on which the heart 
can possibly be fixed, is GOD, the infinite source 
of all goodness. Neither need we fear to pro- 
ceed a step further, and to say, that to fix the 
heart and all its affections on Him, and to find 
in Him the object of their first and best, their 
most active and devoted, exercise, is the duty, 
and" would be the happiness, of all. And, if 
this be gainsaid, we know and are persuaded 
that He requires it of all j and so plainly is 
this fact revealed, that it constitutes the very 
first qualification for the enjoyment of the six 
blessings promised in our text ; that a man must 
" set his love upon God ". 

But, would we form a correct idea of the 
measure of affection, which the Lord requires, 
when he speaks of our love being *' set upon 
him", we have two methods of ascertaining it. 
The first, iy referring to experience : the other, 
to positive command. 

With regard to the first, it may be ascertained 
in this manner. Have we ever fixed our hearts 
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on the possession and enjoyment of any earthly 
good ? Have we desired it so earnestly, that, 
without it, life appeared, according to our es- 
timate, but little worth ? Has the prospect of 
possessing the desired good filled our hearts 
with joy, making them even leap within us? 
And has the fear of losing it darkened our 
views, aud filled us with dismay ? 

If we have ever felt after this manner, we have 
some idea of what is intended, when it is said, 
that we ' set our love ' on any object. We meet 
with such a case (an unfavourable one indeed,) 
in that which is written of Ahab, concerning 
Naboth's vineyai-d. The heart of the king of 
Israel was so set upon the possession of it, that, 
when the man refused to sell the inheritance of 
his fathers, Ahab could eat no bread, and yield- 
ed to the most overpowering grief. 

And I believe, that there are many cases of 
daily occurrence, in which the hearts of men 
are thus deeply interested ; and their affections 
as entirely absorbed, in the prospect of some 
earthly good, as the heart of Ahab was in the 
history before us. Now it is in this manner, 
that the Lord God must be made the object of 
our hearts' affections, in order that we may be 
able to say, we have " set our love upon Him" : 
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I in Other words, that we may have the first 
\ characteristic mark of those, to whom belong 
the blessings, promised in our text, 

But if, from the rarity of such a feeling 
amongst us, it should happen that any of you, 
brethren, doubt the correctness of our doctrine, 
thinking that we demand too high a measure of 
love for God, we proceed, in coniirmation of 
what we teach, to notice his positive command 
on the subject. 

It was a speculation among the professors of 
divinity of antient days, " which was the great 
commandment in the law ? " And, as a variety 
of opinions existed on the subject, the disputants 
referred the matter to our blessed Lord, during 
his earthly ministry. And he replied, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God." This he taught 
to be "the first and great commandment." 
3ut he also reminded them of the measure of 
this love, as written in the law, that it must be 

L" with all the heart, and with all the soul, and 
with all the mind, and with all the strength." 
Now from this you perceive, that the standard 
of our affection, as derived from experience, 
was not set too high ; for this principle is to be 
the first of all things, and the highest of all j 
and that thus to love him, is only according to 
, 
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his commandment j and, until this be done, it 
cannot be said, that a man " sets his love upon 
God." 

And now say, who amongst us all can assert, 
that he thus loves God ? Yet this is the mea- 
sure which the Lord himself demands ; and 
"this is the first and great commandment." 
And do we thus greatly fail in this Jirst com- 
mandment, and yet continue at ease ? Can 
our hearts be peaceful, while this is the case ? 
Brethren, we grievously fell short of our first 
duty to God. He encounters many idols in our 
cold, lifeless spirits ! Idols numberless ! And 
can he bear with them ? No. He will not 
accept a divided affection. He will not halve 
the dominion with Mammon. Much less will 
he submit to the second place. His must be 
the first ; and, as he is infinitely above all things, 
animate or inanimate, so in our hearts He must 
be placed above them. And whatsoever else 
we love, must be after Him, and in subserviency 
to Him. 

Such, then, is the first characteristic mark here 
named by the psalmist. But the next in order, 
and importance, is to know the name of God. 

Now much is conveyed in this term. When 
we speak of knowing a person by name, we in- 
o 2 
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I tend, in our application of it, a very trifling ac- 
' quaintance indeed. Nay, it intimates, that we 
know the name, and nothing but the name, 
of him, of whom we thus speak. But in the 
Scriptures it has quite another sense. When in 
them it is said, that a man *' knows the name 
of God", we understand, that he is made ac- 
quainted with his glorious character and attri- 
butes. For, " the Name of Jehovah" denotes 
his perfections, as revealed in the sacred Scrip- 
ture, and as harmoniously displayed, through 
the great Redeemer '. 

Thus Moses knew the name of the Lord. 
He was honoured with such an acquaintance 
with the God of all the earth, as few besides 
himself have enjoyed. For " the Lord spake 
unto Moses fiice to face, as a man speaketh unto 
his friend."" " And there arose not a prophet 
since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face."*^ He was forty days before 
the Lord in the Mount", on two occasions, and 
beheld his glory; and the very term of "the 
name of the Lord", is there used. But, " to 
know by name", has another application in 

ii. 10. See Scott's note. 

ill. -^ Deut. xsxiic. 10. <• Ex, xxsiv. 28. 
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Scripture ; and expresses the knowledge which 
the Lord has of his people. And, we find it 
used in hoth these senses, in the very history to 
which we have referred. " And Moses said 
unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring 
up this people : and thou hast not let me know 
whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast 
said, / know thee by name, and thou hast also 
found grace in my sight. Now therefore, I 
pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, 
shew me now thy way, tiiat I may know thee, 
that I may find grace in thy sight j and con- 
sider that this nation is thy people." * 

Having been favourably heard in this first re- 
quest, Mosesmakes another, and says "I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory. And He said, I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee," " 

On the strength of this promise Moses pre- 
pares, according to God's commandment, to go 
up into the Mount. 

« And Moses rose up early in the morning, 
and went up unto Mount Sinai, as the Lord had 
commanded him, and took in his hand the two 
tables of stone. 

'Ex. xxTui. 12,13. "lb, 18, 19. 
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" And the Lord descended in the cloud, and 
Itood with liim there, and proclaimed the name 
I ^t)ie Lord.'"' And, in thus proclaiming his 
) great name, he revealed to Moses his various at- 
' tributes of mercy, grace, long-suffering, abundant 
' goodness, truth, holiness and justice. For "the 
Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed. The 
I LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
\ long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, and transgression, and sin," and so on.'' 
Thus the Lord revealed his name, i. e. the know- 
ledge of his name, to Moses. And thus we are 
to understand the term, when we read in the 
Bible, of " knowing the name of the Lord." It 
intends an acquaintance with the various attri- 
butes of the divine character, as revealed in his 
word, either by positive declaration, or as they 
may be seen in the character of Jesus Christ, 
" in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily"; and "who, being the express 
image of his" Father's person, his attributes 
were manifested in our flesh. 

Now, should it be enquired, ' In what manner 
this knowledge is to be obtained ? ' we reply. 



'. 4, 5. 



' lb. 6, 7. 
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' That it must be sought for in one way alone, as 
the gift of God.' And should tliisbe question- 
ed, we add, ' That such a method of obtaining it 
is consistent with our usual practice amongst our 
Jellorv men; and moreover, that so it is revealed 
in the Scriptures.' 

And if any one hesitate to receive tills doc- 
trine, we ask, What would he think of that 
man's behaviour, who, desiring the acquaints 
ance of any of the great ones of the earth, 
should seek to obtain it, by forcing himself into 
their society ? He would tell us. That such a me- 
thod of seeking to know them, would be justly 
offensive, and prejudicial to the interests, which 
he hoped to promote. And beside this, if his 
earthly station be far below them, that he can 
hardly expect to enjoy the acquaintance which 
he seeks, unless they freely bestow it upon him. 
And this is consistent with our common feelings 
on the subject. But, If, amongst men, we must 
look to the grace of the higher rank, to confer on 
us the favour of their acquaintance, how much 
rather should we look to him, who is higher 
than the higliest, even to the Most High God, to 
bestow on us, as a gift, the knowledge of him- 
self, whom to know "is life eternal"? Truly 
this altogether accords with our accustomed 




1 
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mode of acting, and it is the pride of our hearts 
alone, which leads us to rebel against it, in the 
case which we are considering. 

But what God has revealed on the subject, 
confirms our reasoning ; and here, what says the 
Lord? 

" All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father, and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father j neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he, to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him.'" Hence you perceive, that 
all spiritual knowledge of God is only to be ob- 
tained as his own special gift ; and, as Moses 
learned to know the name of the Lord, by be- 
seeching him to reveal it, so must we ; for, as 
respects our own ability to acquire it, we must 
confess with him of old time, " Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for me : it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it." 

Now reflect, but for a moment, on the eager- 
ness, with whicli men seek an acquaintance, 
that they think will be advantageous to them- 
selves. If this or that person can promote their 
worldly interests, what anxiety is shewn in 
their endeavour to know him ! how diligent do 



' Matt. Jd. 27. 
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they appear in recommending themselves to his 
favourable observation ! 

But, when the knowledge of the living God is 
to be sought, we look for diligence, and behold 
idleness ! for anxiety, but we see the veriest 
luke-warmness ! And is it not thus with our- 
selves ? Where is our desire ? where our earnest 
seeking, in proof of that desire? Where our dili- 
gent pursuit of the knowledge of the Lord, in 
the way in which it may be found ? Oh what 
cause for humiliation, and self-abasement before 
Him ! The blessings necessarily resulting from 
the knowledge of God, as revealed in his Son 
Jesus Christ, are precious, and unspeakable ; 
yet we prefer any otlier pursuit, however empty, 
and however vain ! And can we say, that we 
value the knowledge of God as we ought ? No, 
brethren, we cannot. Still we are thus to seek 
to know his name, ere we are qualified to be 
partakers of the blessings, which our text holds 
out. 

There yet remains another characteristic 
mark of those, to whom the blessings belong j 
and this is, that theij call upon God. 

There are three several ways of " calling 
upon God", into which the practice of the 
world is divided, and under some one of which 



202 SERMONS ON THE [SERM. XII. 

it falls. And of these the first, which we shall 
name, is that of calling upon Him only in the 
time of trouble. This is a common practice ; 
but, assure yourselves, that it is as displeasing 
to God, and dishonourable in the man who 
adopts it, as it will ultimately be ineffectual 
to bring a blessing on his soul. 

Here, however, let me not be misunderstood, 
nor supposed to intimate, that he, -whojirst calls 
seriously upon God, in the time of trouble, and, 
a/?er that season, perseveres in waiting upon 
Him, acts dishonourably. So far from it, we 
believe, that affliction has often been blessed, in 
bringing sinners to an acquaintance with their 
Saviour ; and that many, who shall sing the song 
of Moses and the Lamb in heaven, will look 
back on such a season, as the happy means of 
their salvation. Our remark applies to him, 
who calls only in the time of trouble; and, when 
that shall have passed away, returns to his ha- 
bitual neglect and forgetfulness of God. 

Another method is, the calling at stated times 
and seasons, "with the lips, and not with tlie 
heart. Such a practice also is ineffectual, for 
lip-worship the Lord at all times abhors. 
" This people honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me", was one of 
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the crimes stated by Jehovah, for which lie 
would punish the Jews. And will he value lip- 
service at a higher rate, in our days ? Rather 
is it abomination in his sight. To neither of 
these ways, therefore, of catling upon God does 
the blessing belong, of which the Spirit here 
speaks i and, while men practise these, in vain 
do they worship Him. But that, to which the 
Holy Ghost here refers, is the diligent seeking 
after, and earnest watting upon, God, in which 
the heart as •well as the lips are engaged, and in 
which oft-times the heart alone is occupied. And 
this constitutes the nature of spiritual worship, 
and to this the blessing belongs. 

Now, herein we may discover a great mercy, 
as it respects ourselves. Were it otherwise, and 
did the Lord accept that worship alone, which 
was attended by the outward circumstances of ap- 
pointed form, and time, and place, in how many 
cases of helplessness and necessity should we 
be utterly disqualified for seeking Him effectual- 
ly ! But, the reverse being true, and the heart 
being the thing, to which the L,ord has respect, 
and in which acceptable service consists, a sin- 
ner is fitted, at all times, whether of joy or grief, 
of prosperity or adversity, to seek him effec- 
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tually by Jesus Christ, if he bring into exercise 
the earnest desires of his heart. 

Indeed, when most deprived of outward suc- 
cour, when most wretched and desolate, as to 
externals, it will probably happen, that a man's 
access to the throne of grace will be the readiest, 
when he thus needs it most ; because it is pro- 
bable, that in such seasons his heart will be the 
most deeply interested in his petitions, the most 
sincerely engaged in calling upon God. 

From which let us derive this rule for our 
guidance j that, would "we desire to be heard of 
God, we must offer him the service of tJie heart, 
and offer it in the name of Jesus. And, if by tliis 
rule men's approaches to Him be tried, I fear 
that the majority of their petitions will be found 
deficient. To many of us, my hearers, 1 fear it 
may be said, by the God who searches the 
hearts, " In vain do ye worship me." 

Tlius we have considered thethree character- 
istic marks of those persons, to whom the bless- 
ings belong, which are promised in our text ; 
and have found, that such men set their love 
upon God : they know his name ; and call upon 
Himfaithfitlly. 

May the Lord, for the sake of his dear Son, 
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bestow on all of us, who have them not, these 
marks of a state of grace! May he increase them 
a hundred-fold in those who have them ; that 
we may be qualified, through his mercy, to be- 
come partakers of those benefits, which he has 
graciously promised, and will richly bestow on 
them that " love God", and " know his name'% 
and " call upon Him " faithfully, through Jesus 
Christ ! " To whom, with the Father of lights, 
and the Spirit of Grace, be eternity of praise and 
glory!" 



THE END. 
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